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Cameroon 


Cameroon: Heavy Turnout Reported for Council 
Elections 


LD2101222596 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 2] Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Around 4 million Cameroo- 
nians were called upon to vote today, Sunday, in the 
first multiparty town council elections since Cameroon 
independence. They will elect some 12,000 town coun- 
cillors and thus complete the round of muluparty elec- 
tions begun in 1992. The polling stations closed half an 
hour ago, at 1700 GMT, but the complete results are not 


expected for a week. Jean-Karim Fall, you are one of 


our correspondents in the rey, on. Did voting take place 
calmly today, Jean-Karnm? 


{Fall} Well, half an hour after the closure of the polling 
stations, one can say that these first muluparty town 
council elections went off calmly on the whole. So 
far as we know, only the town of Garoua, in the 
north, the stronghold of the UNDP [National Union for 
Democracy and Progress]... [dispatch breaks oft at this 
point] 


{Unidentified announcer} We clearly have a small prob- 
lem in our link with Jean-Karim Fall. [passage omitted] 
Jean-Karim, can you hear me? 


{Fall} Yes, | can hear you very well. 


{Announcer} So, did the voting go off calmly? Appar- 
ently there were some incidents in the north, it | under- 
stand correctly” 


[Fall] Yes, so far as we know, only the town of Garoua, 
in the north, the stronghold of the UNDP, was the scene 
of incidents — opposition activists and activists from 
the ruling party were involved in clashes and around 
10 people are reported to have been injured. Having 
said this, there was a good turnout among the 4 million 
Cameroonian voters. In the major towns of the country 
there was a very high turnout, as one could see from 
the long queues of voters which began forming outside 
the polling stations at dawn. In Yaounde, tor example, 
according to our correspondent on the spot, there was 
some jostling this morning due to the size of the crowds 
of people present but the rain did not deter the residents 
of the capital from turning out to fulfill their electoral 
duty 


One should, however, point out because of the lack 
of voting cards many Cameroomans were not able to 
participate in these elections, which in certain polling 
Stations began very late due to the late arrival of voung 
equipment. 
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Let me remind you here that the ruling party is 
fielding candidates throughout the country and that 1 is 
guaranteed to win in 45 towns where it is the only party 
standing. Elsewhere, and parucularly in the opposition 
strongholds in the west and the north, the battle promises 
to be a very close one. 


Cameroon: Three Parties Said Leading in 
Municipal Elections 


AB2201144196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} In Cameroon, the authorities are 
pleased with the high turnout at the municipal elections 
in which 38 parties presented candidates for the election 
of municipal councilmen in 336 communes. However, 
they regret the incidents in Garoua, in the north of 
the country. Meanwhile, the results of the elections 
have been favorable to three parties, notably the ruling 
Cameroon People’s Democrauc Movement [CPDM}, 
the Social Democratic Front [SDF], and the National 
Union for Democracy and Progress [UNDP}. Here is 
a confirmation of the results by Jean Mater Ndi in 
Yaounde: 


{Begin Ndi recording] In the meantme, three parties 
have emerged trom the group of contesting parties. 
They are the ruling CPDM, John Fru Ndi’s SDF, and 
Bello Bouba Maigar’s UNDP. The partial and unofficial 
results put the SDF tn the lead in four provinces, notadly 
the West, the Northwest, the Southwest, and Littoral 
Provinces. For its part, the UNDP is leading in the 
entire north which ts made up of three provinces: the Far 
North, the Adamaoua, and the North. The ruling CPDM 
has kept the Center, the South, and the East Provinces, 
and has gained ground tn the other provinces by winning 
in some communes there. 


Another significant and much awaited result 1s that 
of the city of Garoua which has fallen into UNDP 
hands, with the son of the former president of the 
Republic, Amadou Ahndjo, as the chief candidate. The 
highly coveted Douala I and Yaounde II constituencies 
have fallen into SDF hands. Foumban, where Ibrahim 
Bombo Dyoya, the sultan and king of the Bamoun and 
the CPDM candidate was opposed to Adamou Ndam 
Nyjoya of the Cameroon Democratic Union [CDU], has 
reportedly fallen into the hands of the CDU. 


On account of the large number of voting centers 

about 15,000 on the whole territory — and the 
remoteness of some localities, the rest of the results wall 
certainly be known today. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Chad stitutes for each of you a warning full of meaning, and 
each official should take it into account. [end recording] 
Chad: Defense Minister Tours Garrisons, Decries 
Bad Practices 


AB2201225096 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Armed Forces Minister (Yous- 
souf Togoni) expressed anger this morning while tour- 
ing various barracks in the capital. He remarked that 
the Army should stop being a goldmine for officers ap- 
pointed to positions of responsibility. An end should be 
put to selfish interests which work against the rank-and- 
file as well as state interests, he added. Let us listen to 
the minister speaking to our correspondent, Kori Lum- 
bok: 


{Begin (Togoni) recording] The various reports at our 
disposal and the facts brought to our attention mostly 
confirm one thing: the Arniy is virtually non-existent 
at all levels — that is its command, organization, man- 
agement, and discipline. It 1s the sanctuary of blatant as 
well as intolerable disorder and confusion, which should 
henceforth be banned for ever. Also noted are obvious 
cases of irresponsibility and shortcomings in the exer- 
cise of command, and in the management of human 
resources. This situation should immediately make way 
for total responsibility on the part of commanders at all 
levels of the service. 


Furthermore, as a result of the exaggerated politiciza- 
tion of elements of the Army, mainly officers in re- 
sponsible positions, the service is today a goldmine for 
commanding officers who excel in seeking selfish and 
individual interests, to the detriment of their men and of 
State interest. This situation, which is very serious when 
one knows our country’s poor condition, is marked by 
corrupt practices, political and family pressures, insub- 
ordination, and disrespect for the rules and laws pur- 
posely put in place. Unfortunately, these practices are 
efficiently combined to contribute toward disorganizing 
the service. It is in this regard that appointments to posi- 
tions of responsibility are made without any reference to 
higher ranks. Also in vogue are illegal promotions and 
other practices harmful to a duly constituted service. 


Finally, the Army is a thriving environment for trib- 
alism, regionalism, and favoritism, which vie for first 
place instead of for national unity, which is sought at 
all costs. 


Dear officers, this is what the Army is like today, but 
do understand that this bitter rebuke on this difficult but 
acceptable condition of service should henceforth find 
an appropriate solution. Each mistake, each embezzle- 
ment, aid each misappropriation will be dealt with, and 
the means to do so exist. This very clear message con- 


Congo 


Congo: Privatization Puts Government, Unions in 
‘Wrestling Match’ 

AB2101193396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1200 GMT 21 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} In Congo, the privatization 
of major public enterprises is increasingly taking the 
dimensions of a wrestling match between the unions of 
these enterprises and the government. Yesterday, life 
in Congo was partially brought to a standstill by a 
strike called by the various corporations affected by the 
exercise. Acts of sabotage were recorded, for instance, 
in the areas of water and petroleum product supplies, 
acts which the Congolese Government wiil not allow to 
go unpunished. From Brazzaville, Bienvenu Boudimbou 


reports: 


{Begin Boudimbou recording] The strikers prevented 
volunteers from getting to their work places and, despite 
the precautions taken by the government — which 
yesterday ordered that a skeleton staff be maintained — 
Brazzaville was deprived of water and electricity from 
0645 to 1330 after two armed men forced a technician 
to disconnect the supply cable of the Bouono electricity 
plant. At the National Posts and Telecommunications 
Office [ONPT], telephone transfers were disrupted all 
day and were restored for some consumers only later in 
the evening. The ONPT’s emergency generators were 
also vandalized during the night of 19 January. 


The story was the same at the National Company for Oil 
Explorauon and Production [HYRO-CONGO], where 
the power control room of the M'Pila oil was sabotaged, 
thus slowing down the supply of petroleum products. 


To avoid the worst, the Government has issued two or- 
ders banning public gatherings. Policemen and soldiers 
have been deployed at the affected enterprises and at gas 
stations. Legal proceedings are to be instituted against 
not only the perpetrators and instigators of the deplored 
acts, but also securitymen who vacated their posts at 
the sensitive spots. It should, however, be noted that 
at the Trans-Congolese Communication Agency, the at- 
mosphere has been less tense, since trains and boats op- 
erated yesterday. The specificity here is that this agency 
has just been split into three autonomous entities — the 
Pointe-Noire Port Authority, the Congo-Ocean Railway, 
and the River Ports and Transport — in line with the 
restructuring of the agency. [end recording] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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Congo: Four Unionists Arrested Over Privatization 
Strike 


AB2201 173396 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1115 GMT 22 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Congo, the strike embarked 
upon on 20 January by four of the six parastatals to be 
privatized in the country is continuing. During the strike 
period, the police have arrested four labor unionists, and 
the ruling Pan-African Union for Social Democracy of 
President Pascal Lissouba has called on the government 
to harden its stand in the face of the industrial action. 
Bienvenu Boudimbou, our correspondent in Brazzaville, 
has the details: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording} After the paralysis noted 
on 20 January, work resumed quietly this morning at 
the National Posts and Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion [ONPT], the National Eiectricity Company [SNE], 
the National Water Distribution Company, and at the 
National Company for Oil Exploration and Production 
[it YDRO-CONGO]. Despite the threats uttered by the 
government, and the warning of taking disciplinary and 
legal measures against the strikers, there are sull many 
hardliners, including four ONPT unionists who were 
forcibly arrested at the headquarters of the enterprise 
this morning. The arrested apparently went there to re- 
mind the volunteers and other employees requisitioned 
by the government of the need to conunue to observe 
the strike. 


Meanwhile, the ruling party has also made its stand 
known on the industrial action. In a statement published 
in the media, President Lissouba’s party has denounced 
the work stoppage and warned the government against 
any delay which might affect the privatization process, 
so much called for by the World Bank and the IMF. 
{end recording] 


According to the Congolese Government, the strike 
is legal, but Andre Balossa, secretary general of the 
Posts Workers Union and member of the organization in 
charge of coordinating the enterprises to be privatized, 
rejected this assertion. Mr. Balossa also denies that 
the unionists were responsibie for the acts of sabotage 
unfortunately carried out last Saturday. 


[Begin recording} [Balossa] First of all, such assertions 
do not surprise us. You have noted that for some 
time now we have been absent from the media. All 
the messages being broadcast by the government are 
generally not true. In reality the strike is quite legal. 
We have followed the jegal procedures as provided for 
by the law and regulations of the Republic, that is, to 
advise the government that we were going on strike. 
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{[Boudimbou}] Unfortunately, acts of sabotages were 
carried out almost everywhere, mainly at the ONPT and 
SNE, and somewhere at Hydro-Congo? 


{Balossa] We are not responsible for the acts of sabo- 
tage. Even the workers requisitioned by the government 
will be frank — if you can interview them — and admit 
that we called on them to take the necessary steps for a 
short work stoppage. The strike call was quite normal, 
since it is always made that way. We also called on the 
workers to respect labor regulations, because our strat- 
egy has been to call on the government for dialogue — 
a dialogue it has interrupted. Now they are asking the 
government to come and call us, yet we have already 
put an end to the strike and are about to resume work. In 
such conditions, no sabotage acts could be carned out. 
If there were acts of sabotage, labor unionists cannot be 
held responsible for them. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Albright Calls Kibuye Visit ‘Sobering 
Experience’ 

EA2201193496 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0505 GMT 22 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The U.S. ambassador to the 
UN, who concluded her two-day visit to Rwanda 
yesterday, said that Rwanda has suffered the worst fate 
that can fall on a courtry: the murder of its own people 
by its own people. 


She said this at a press briefing afier holding discussions 
with the Rwandan president, Pasteur Bizimungu, who 
was accompanied by the vice president and minister for 
defence, Maj-Gen Paul Kagame. 


Ambassador Albright said that Rwanda is faced with 
many challenges this year and hoped that the talks 
she had held with President Pasteur Bizimungu and 
Vice President Maj-Gen Paul Kagame would help in 
addressing these challenges. 


[Begin Albright recording) My visit to the Kibuye site 
was a sobering experience that confronted me with the 
grim reality of Rwanda’s genocide. You suffered the 
worst fate that can fall on any country: the murder of 
its own people by its own people. 


The United States was at the forefront in creating the 
international tnbunal and remains at the forefront in 
supporting its (?critical) work. 


I came to Rwanda at the request of President Clinton to 
assess the situauion here and report back to him as well 
as to the UN Security Council. Let me commend the 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
ts prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Government of Rwanda for some important achieve- 
meats since taking office, including restoring stability 
and rebuilding the infrastructure here. 

The United States strongly supports the Government of 
R wanda. We are determined to be your fnend and ally in 
the pursuit of peace, justice, and economic development. 
In that spirit I want to announce that we have been 
working hard in Washington to find some additional 
funding, up to $1 million within our own budget for the 
UN human nights field operation, whose monitors are 
critical to building a better society here. 


We intend to secure those funds for a voluntary conti- 
bution to the UN programme later this year. We also 
are finalizing arrangements to provide two experienced 
prosecutors to work with the international ‘nbunal. The 
United States has paid its (?assessment) to the tnbunal 
and continues to provide a large amount of personnel 
and logistical support. We call upon other governments 
to provide more financial and logistical support to the 
tribunal. 

However, i: ddition to these positive comments, | 
also conveyed to the president and vice president some 
concerns we have about pressing issues confronting 
this country. As a friend of Rwanda, I expressed my 
concern on the following issues: the overcrowding of 
the prisons must end. Alternative forms of justice to 
handle the thousands of men and women in prison 
for genocide must be addressed as quickly as possible 
by the government. The United States stands prepared 
to assist in whatever we can do to establish such 
mechanisms. [end recording] 


Ambassador Albright expressed the hope that the future 
of Rwanda can be a bright one and the U.S. will con- 
tinue to help the government to emerge from genocide 
and build a prosperous society. She later in the after- 
noon visited Kigali central prison where she told women 
inmates that justice must be done so that the guilty can 
be punished and the innocent discharged. 


Rwanda: Hutu Refugee Group Urges Tanzania To 
Opea Borders 

AB2201 133996 Paris AFP in English 

1112 GMT 22 Jan % 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nairom, 22 Jan (AFP) 
— The main political organisation of Rwanda’s Hutu 
refugees on Monday [22 January] asked the Tanzanian 
Government to allow in thousands of Rwandan refugees 
seeking to flee embattled Burundi. 


The Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in 
Rwanda (RDR) said in a statement that Hutu Rwandan 
refugees in Burundi were “victims of atrocities by 


FBIS-AFR-96-015 
23 January 1996 


extremist elements of the B: rundian (Tutsi-dominated) 
army”. [passage omitted] 


“The RDR strongly urges Se Tanzanian authorities 
to exercise their legendary pan-Afrcanism and allow 
the Rwandan refugees blocked at Le fronuer to enter” 
the country, the movement said ip a statement made 
available to AFP in Nairobi. 


“It above all urges ese authorities 10t to Carry out their 
threat to expel to Rwanda those wiio have managed to 
cross the border by clandestine means,” the statement 
added. 


About 17,000 Rwandan Hutus on Saturday fled the 
Ntamba refugee camp in northeastern Burundi and were 
Sunday held up at the bo:der by Tanzanian troops. Some 
400 of them nevertheless managed to get into Tanzania 
across the fields. 


Since last year, Tanzania, which is home to some 
700,000 refugees from Rwanda and Burundi, has said 1t 
cannot take in any more. However, some 15,000 people 
who managed to get into the country last Thursday 
were exceptionally given permission to stay. They had 
fled fighung between Burundian Government troops and 
Hutu extremists opposed to the fragile ethnic coalition 
government in Burundi, where aid workers say some 30 
people are killed each day in massacres. 


“Independently of the development of the security situ- 
ation in Burundi, the RDR calls on the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees to invesugate ways and means 
of evacuating all Rwandan refugees from Burundi,” the 
Statement said. 


Rwanda: UNHCR Spokesman on Refugees at 
Tanzanian Border 


LD2201152396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 22 Jan % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Between 16,000 and 17,000 
Rwandans attempting to flee from Burundi into Tan- 
zania are presently massing at the border. The Tanza- 
nian Government, which took in 15,000 Rwandans last 
week, 1s refusing to accept any new refugees on to its 
territory. Moreover, Dar es Salaam openly accuses the 
Burundian military of being responsible for these ex- 
oduses. Georges Abou internewed Francis Kpatinde, 
one of the UNHCR spokesmen, on the situation of the 
refugees stranded at the Burundi-Tanzania border since 
Saturday: 


[Begin recording} [Kpatinde] At present we do not have 
access to the area where the refugees are, because it 
is a zone with a security problem. These people were 
not able to enter Tanzania only because the Tanzanian 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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soldiers prevented them from entering. On the other side 
there are the Burundian soldiers. We still do not have 
access to them, but we still hope to be able to send a 
delegation over there today. We are there to talk and try 
to work out solutions. 


[Abou] That means to say it is possible that the 
Burundian soldiers are carrying out acts of brutality 
against the refugees, for whom they ulumately have 
responsibility. 

(Kpatinde} Anything is possible in this area, especially 
with an absence of neutral observers from the interna- 
tional community. Anything is possible, therefore it is 
a matter of urgency to find a solution in the coming 
hours. [end recording] 


Rwanda: Human Rights Group Holds Ist Meeting 
Since Genocide 


AB2201083796 Paris AFP in English 
2237 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Kigali, 21 Jan (AFP) — 
Rwanda’s human rights association condemned rampant 
violence in the central African country and called for 
action to rebuild the nation as it met for the first time 
since the genocide of 1994. 


The Rwandan Association for the Defence of Hu- 
man Rights (ARDHOQ) “vigorously denounced” what it 
termed “criminal acts which are being committed on 
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Rwandan soil, often perpetrated by soldiers.” It noted 
in a statement that, although there had been a “slight 
improvement” over the past few months, human rights 
violations were still rampant. 


"Several assassinations and disappearances have been 
registered, detention centres are characterised by over- 
crowding and the right to property has been largely 
flouted,” it said. ARDHO said that there was still a “cli- 
mate of fear" with reports of “summary executions,” 
theft, smuggling, arrests on the basis of simple denun- 
ciation, and the creation of commissions to denounce 


people supposedly guilty of genocide. 


The association, headed by former Justice Minister 
Alphonse-Marie Nkubito, met in Kigali over the week- 
end for the first time since more than 500,000 people 
were killed in ethnic violence that tore Rwanda apart in 
1994. Many of its original members were absent from 
the meeting, and some are known to have died in the 
bloodbath, but those present adopted a series of recom- 
mendations to try to help Rwanda rebuild. 


They included ca)'s on the government “to implement 
an operational system of justice,” to force the army into 
maintaining tighter discipline and to work for pluralism. 
Many instiiutions, notably the justice system, are still 
in the process of being re-established on a viable basis, 
leaving Tutsi-dominated army officers in posts which 
would normally be run by civilians. 
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Eritrea states bordering the Red Sea. Do you not believe that 

, : this could perhaps widen the circle of the conflict instead 
sane ti isaias on Hanh Conflict, Sudanese of contairing it in its present location? 


MM2301 100896 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
22 Jan 96 pS 


{Interview with Eritrean President Afwerki Isaias by 
Yusuf Khazim in Asmara; date not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Khazim] What is the situation 
regarding French mediation on the Greater Hanish 
island conflict, and how does it differ from the Ethiopian 
and Egyptian initiatives? 

[Isaias} First, | would like to clarify that the tour by 
French envoy Francis Gutmann is exploratory and not 
a mediation. It came about as a result of UN Secretary 
General Butrus-Ghali’s visit to Sanaa and Asmara where 
he discussed with us the possibility of finding a solution 
to the conflict. 


From the start, we have been of the opinion that the 
conflict can be resolved only through a peaceful soluuion 
and negotiations. We believe that, ultimately, there will 
be arbitration on this issue. There were some options 
within the context of arbitration, such as resorting to 
the International Court of Justice [ICJ]. Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali offered a few convincing arguments, such as 
containing the crisis as soon as possible in view of the 
sensitive situation in the region, and the fact that this 
is not an issue between Yemen and Eritrea only, but 
also concerns an international waterway. He believes 
in the necessity of finding a solution which takes into 
account the interests of both countries, the region, and 
the whole world. He said that international arbitration 
through the ICJ would probably take too long and 
that further developments could complicate matters. He 
believed that it would be possible to trust just one 
state with the task of arbitration, suggesting France 
among the states proposed by the Eritrean Government 
to conduct such a task. We readily confirmed our 
acceptance of Dr. Butrus-Ghali’s proposals. Eventually, 
the secretary general contacted us to advise us of 
Yemen's acceptance of the French role. And that 1s 
how France became involved in the arbitration process 
and in finding a solution to the problem. So far, there 
are no concrete results in this direction. The French are 
currently exchanging views with the parties concerned, 
especially Yemen and Eritrea. To that end, President 
Jacques Chirac’s envoy has visited Sanaa, Asmara, 
Addis Ababa, Riyadh, and Cairo, and we believe that 
this issue is still in the first stages. We will follow events 
to see what the French role will actually be in this issue. 


[Khazim} You mentioned the necessity to define the 
maritime borders between Eritrea, Yemen, and all the 


{Isaias}] The intenuon is not to widen the area of the 
problem. The issue is basically about sovereignty over 
the islands and concerns primarily Eritrea. lf there is a 
Yemeni claim in this respect, the matter should then be 
dealt with through arbitration, as there is no other way 
to resolve this issue, since it is not possible to resolve 
it through negotiations or by imposing a fait accompli 
by force or other means. There ts no alternative but to 
resort to arbitration. 


The issue of maritime borders has constantly been 
the subject of controversy. From a technical point of 
view, the question which arises is how to define the 
mariume borders between Yemen and Eritrea and leave 
the other borders untouched, especially simoe they have 
not hitherto been defined. If a maritime border were 
drawn between Yemen and Eritrea, it would definitely 
pass through areas touching the maritime borders of 
States other than Yemen and Fiitrea. This does not 
necessarily mean having to define rnaritime borders with 
these states too or involving them in the current border 
issue between Yemen and Enitrea 


The maritime borders issue is a complex issue which 
some may think is easy to solve, or they could perhaps 
see it aS a merely technical operation carried out by 
technicians drawing the maritime border overnight, and 
that would be the end of that. In our view, this 1s not an 
easy issue and requires great efforts and contributions 
from various sides. 


As I said when we started discussing this issue, the 
intention in our proposal for defining the Red Sea 
borders is not to widen the problem area or start conflicts 
and create problems in the region. The intention was to 
find a basis for cooperation between the states bordering 
the Red Sea, especially in the southern part. There must 
not be any mistakes in this process or any attempt by 
any side to complicate and widen the issue through 
unrealistic and false interpretations. 


[Khazim] You are being blamed for using force and 
prec pitaung events by invading Greater Hanish before 
the negotiations that you had agreed to hold with Yemen 
in February took place. How do you explain this? 


{Isaias] This is rather unfortunate, because it could be 
due to our weakness on the media front, or perhaps to 
the fact that we did not preempt events by revealing the 
facts to the Arab and international public opinion. As 
the Sudanese saying goes, “he hit me and cried, then 
was quick to complain 
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The Yemenis are the aggressors, since they are the ones 
who invaded the island mentioned and the other islands 
in general, and then they behaved like the victims of 
aggression, accusing Eritrea of invading the island. 


Here I would like to ask about the reports published by 
AL-HAYAH on 14 and 15 November 1995 before the 
clash, saying that there was a conflict between Yemen 
and Eritrea when there was no problem in this context. 
Eritrean and Yemeni public opinion were surprised by 
these reports circulated by AL-HAYAH about a clash 
on these islands. I recall that at the time I was flying 
to the Gulf states and was surprised by these reports. 
These reports were repeated at a time when there was 
no clash or conflict. 


{Khazim) But there were talks between you and Yemen 
in this regard? 


{Isaias} Not at all, there were no talks about this. 
There were some military maneuvers taking place in 
al-Hadidah (Yemen) before the Yemeni invasion of the 
island and, perhaps because of our naivety and good 
intentions, we did not pay altenticn to this operation. 
When the Yemeni units and Yemeni air force started to 
attack us suddenly during the first days of the battles, 
we were surprised to find a media campaign against us 
saying that the Eritrean forces had mounted a surprise 
attack on the Yemeni units on the island. Unfortunately, 
we did not have the means to respond to the campaign 
because we neither have the funds nor do we finance 
any newspapers or media organs to spread lies and 
confuse public opinion. Consequently, we became the 
aggressors as a result of this media campaign waged 
by the Yemeni side. Many perceive thc Eritreans as 
the ones who committed aggression against the Yemeni 
units which, initially, were not on the island. 


Because of this incessant campaign, many still believe 
thai it was Eritrea who carried out the aggression and 
was hasty. It seems that a feeble voice cannot be heard 
despite its loud screams, particularly if it does not have 
the means, and it will be accused of being the aggressor. 
This is what happened with us, when we should have 
been conducting a media campaign, not for propaganda 
purposes, but to confirm that this Yemeni invasion and 
aggression is a dangerous pr scedent in Yemeni-Eritrean 
relations and that the declaration of war which was the 
outcome of this invasion will leave its negative mark on 
relations between the region's states. 


That is why we will insist on the formation of an in- 
dependent commission to investigate the invasion and 
Jetermine who started the fighting. However, regardless 
of what has been said and the Yemeni side's media re- 
sources, we believe that the heart of the matter 1s the 
dangerous precedent resulting from this Yemeni inva- 
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sion. We will insist that, within the context of finding 
a permanent solution to this issue, an investigation is 
carried out with regard to the aggression to determine 
who started it. 


[Khazim] Some sources have confirmed that while there 
were calls for a dialogue, the Eritrean Government has 
recalled its demobilized troops. Does this mean that you 
are preparing for war, and does it have anything to do 
with war mobilizauon? 


{Isaias} We do not need to mobilize as we have an 
oversized army. First of all, we do not believe that 
the use of force can solve any internal or external 
political problem. We believe in the demobilization 
process as a policy and principle and a mutter to 
which the government is committed and which we have 
implcmented. There is no need tv call up anyone to join 
the army. 


{|Khazim] Even the reservists? 


{Isaias} Neither the reservists nor any others. Many 
people underestimate the military capabilities of some 
states. We have always said that we do not lack any 
of these capabilities. There is no need to declare a 
general mobilization or recall the demobilized troops to 
guarantee our security. If any false reports are currently 
being circulated, their sources definitely intend to str 
up trouble between Eritrea and Yemen and complicate 
matters between them by spreading these false rumors 
that you mentioned, such as a general mobilization and 
recall of troops as though we were preparing to wage 
battle, when such a thing neither exists nor is expected. 


{Khazim] Eritrea is still in the middle of rebuilding the 
State after independence. What was the impact of the 
recent military conflict with Yemen on the country’s 
economic and social situation? 


{Isaias} You are in the country and can see with 
your own eyes. Here, the citizen is not concerned 
about this issue and does not feel that there is a big 
problem between Yemen and Eritrea. Our situation is 
different compared to what we hear about Yemeni 
public opinion’s state of agitation and concern. Eritrea’s 
citizens have no reason to stop the rebuilding or worry 
about what happened between us and Yemen, with life 
following its normal course. This is not for propaganda 
purposes or an attempt to give a different view from the 
actual view prevailing in the country. This is no secret. 


{Khazim] It may be true in Asmara, but there are 
some different reports about the situation in Aseb, 
opposite Hanish, where, apparently, work has stopped 
and tension prevails. 
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{Isaias) | was in Ased a week ago and was surprised al 
the activity taking place in the city. I noticed that the 
population has increased and so has commercial activity. 
I noticed new stores which were not there when I visited 
the city three months ago. The citizens are going about 
thir normal business in the city. I live in Asmara, ani 
I occasionaily travel to various places, observing the 
changes in all areas. I have noticed, as an ordinary 
citizen and not as a head of state, that activity in the 
city is normal. You can visit Aseb and other places to 
see the situation for yourself. 


{[Khazim] How do you assess the Arab positions on the 
current conflict between you and Yemen? 


{Isaias} We are very satisfied with the Arab positions. 
The results of the visit by Eritrean Interior Minister 
Ali Said Abdalla come as official confirmation of the 
Arab states’ position which has recently started to 
become clear. There is no doubt that the Arab states are 
convinced of the necessity to find a peaceful solution 
to the issue and not to take sides in the conflict. The 
Arab states’ position toward the conflict was clear from 
the start, but the problem was a media problem. Many 
believed wrongly that Eritrea was the aggressor, which 
caused confusion in many Arab governmen' «ircles. 
Minister Abdalla’s tour was intended to confirm the 
facts behind the recent events by giving accurate reports 
and details of the events. In addition to clarifying the 
facts, the only thing that interests us in this matier is 
that the Arab states contribute impartially and positively 
to finding a peaceful solution to the issue. This is the 
impression we got from the interior minister's tour of 
these states. 


Before that, the Arab League stated wrongly and at 
an inopportune time that it was supporting Yemen in 
its conflict with Eritrea, without even investigating the 
matter. At the ume, we said that this position represents 
the view of the Arab | *.gue’s general secretariai and 
not that of the Arad states. This is what was actua'y 
confirmed later and as a result of the Er‘trean interior 
minister's talks. 


(Khazim] It seems that there is a new escalation by Er- 
itrea against Sudan, especially with Asmara hosting the 
Sudanese opposition congress last week and ~onfirming 
that military action is the way to topple the Sudanese 
regime. Is this true? 


{isaias} There is nothing new in this. We are not doing 
anything in secret and we are not using diplomacy in this 
matter. We severed diplomatic relations with that regime 
because it had declared war on all the neighboring states. 
We were ahead of many in adopting this appropriate 
position. 
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Before announcing this matter (severing relations) we 
confirmed it to president ("Umar) al-Bashir and his 
entourage in the National Isiamic Front dunng a meeting 
in July 1994. I believe that this position is not new. 
Sudan has declared war and we have no alternative. 
It has fought us for many years by many means and 
we had no alternative but to sever relations with it, 
to accept the fait accompli imposed on us, defend our 
interests and look for new relations other than those 
which existed with the Khartoum regime since 199] 
and before that date. 


We do not intend showing any courtesy with regard to 
the problem of toppling that (Sudanese) regime, and we 
are not working secretly in this context. The issue of 
the opposition and its congress in Asmara is a separate 
issue, but is in line with our policy of finding a strategic 
alternative or making an alliance with the strategic 
alternative. 


Our positions toward the Khartoum regime were clear 
from the start. When we had diplomatic relations anc. 
a diaiuogue with that regime we always said thal the 
internal conflicts in Sudan, be they in the south or in the 
north, should be dealt wth by making the opposition 
participate and giving it a place, and by resorting to 
methods ensuring stability and peace in Sudan. This 
position was clear not only between us and Khartoum, 
it was also a collective position adopted by all the states 
in the region toward Sudan. The Sudanese Government 
rejected this position. Also, our attempts at finding a 
peaceful solution to the conflict between Khartoum and 
the southerners were hampered by Khaztoum’s failure 
to readily respond to these atlempts. 


In view of this situation, there was no alternative but 
to look for strategic relations with a Sudanese political 
force. And since the Khartoum regime's policy is to 
use force against us, it is not strange or shameful to 
defend ourselves with every available means, to look 
for means, and to find relations which would spare the 
region bloodshed and destruction. 


{[Khazim! Does this mean that Eritrea will give weapons 


and military support to the Sudanese opper ~. [Demo- 
cratic National] Grouping? 


{Isaias} There is no secret about this, becom if the 
Grouping needs weapons, we will support the Sudanese 
Opposition without any hesitation. We have no problem 
in this matter. 


{[Khazim] Would this support include training camps? 


[Isaias} Everything, it includes everything. We are 
neither working in secret nor training people to work 
secretly against a state with which we have diplomatic 
relations. There is a definite break. There are no 
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The Yemenis are the aggressors, since they are the ones 
who invaded the island mentioned and the other islands 
in general, and then they behaved like the victims of 
aggression, accusing Eritrea of invading the island. 


Here I would like to ask about the reports published by 
AL-HAYAH on 14 and 15 November 1995 before the 
clash, saying that there was a conflict between Yemen 
and Eritrea when there was no problem in this context. 
Eritrean and Yemeni public opinion were surprised by 
these reports circulated by AL-HAYAH about a clash 
on these islands. I recall that at the time | was flyin, 
to the Gulf states and was surprised by these reports. 
These reports were repeated at a time when there was 
no clash or conflict. 


{Khazim] But there were talks between you and Yemen 
in this regard? 


{Isaias} Not at all, there were no talks about this. 
There were some military maneuvers taking place in 
al-Hadidah (Yemen) before the Yemeni invasion of the 
island and, perhaps because of our naivety and good 
intentions, we did not pay allention to this operation. 
When the Yemeni units and Yemeni air force started to 
attack us suddenly during the first days of the battles, 
we were surprised to find a media Campaign against us 
say.ng that the Eritrean forces had mounted a surprise 
attack on the Yemeni units on the island. Unfortunately, 
we did not have the means to respond to the campaign 
because we neither have the funds nor do we finance 
any newspapers or media organs to spread lies and 
confuse public opinion. Consequently, we became the 
aggressors as a result of this media campaign waged 
by the Yemeni side. Many perceive the Eritreans as 
the ones who committed aggression against the Yemeni 
units which, initially, were not on the island. 


Because of this incessant campaign, many still believe 
that it was Eritrea who carried out the aggression and 
was hasty. It seems that a feeble voice cannot be heard 
despite its ioud screams, particularly if it does not have 
the means, and it will be accused of being the aggressor. 
This is what happened with us, when we should have 
been conducting a media campaign, not for propaganda 
purposes, but to confirm that this Yemeni invasion and 
aggression is a dangerous precedent in Yemeni-Eritrean 
relations and that the declaration of war which was the 
outcome of this invasion will leave its negative mark on 
relations between the region's states. 


That is why we will insist on the formation of an in- 
dependent commission to investigate the invasion and 
determine who started the fighting. However, regardless 
of what has been said and the Yemeni side's media re- 
sources, we believe that the heart of the matter is the 
dangerous precedent resulting from this Yemeni inva- 
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sion. We will insist that, within the context of finding 
a permanent solution to this issue, aM invesugalion 1s 
carried out with regard to the aggression to determine 
who started it. 


|Khazim] Some sources have confirmed that while there 
were Calls for a dialogue, the Eritrean Government has 
recalled i's demobilized troops. Does this mean that you 
are preparing for war, and does it have anything to do 
with war mobilization? 


{Isaias} We do not need to mobilize as we have an 
oversized army. First of all, we do not believe that 
the use of force can solve any internal or external 
poliucal problem. We believe in the demobilization 
process as a policy and principle and a matter to 
which the government is committed and which we have 
implemented. There is no need to call up anyone to join 
the army. 


{[Khazim] Even the reservists’ 


{Isaias] Neither the reservists nor any others. Many 
people unceresumate the mulitary capabilities of some 
states. We have always said that we do not lack any 
of these capabilities. There is no need to declare a 
general mobilization or recall the demobilized troops to 
guarantee our security. If any false reports are currently 
being circulated, their sources definitely intend to stir 
up trouble between Eritrea and Yemen and complicate 
matters between them by spreading these false rumors 
that you mentioned, such as a general mobilization and 
recall of troops as though we were preparing to wage 
battle, when such a thing neither exists nor is expected. 


{[Khazim) Eritre: is sull in the middle of rebuilding the 
State after independence. What was the impact of the 
recent military conflict with Yemen on the country’s 
economic and social situation? 


{Isaias} You are in the country and can see with 
your own eyes. Here, the citizen is not concerned 
about this issue and does not feel that there is a big 
problem between Yemen and Eritrea. Our situation is 
different compared to what we hear about Yemeni 
public opinion’s state of agitation and concern. Eritrea’s 
citizens have no reason to stop the rebuilding or worry 
about what happened between us and Yemen, with life 
following its normal course. This is not for propaganda 
Purposes or an attempt to give a different view from the 
actual view prevailing in the country. This is no secret. 


{[Khazim] It may be true in Asmara, but there are 
some different reports about the situation in Aseb, 
opposite Hanish, where, apparently, work has Aopped 
and tension prevails. 
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{Isaias} | was in Aseb a week ago and was surprised at 
the activity taking place in the city. I noticed that ine 
population has increased and so has commercial activity. 
I noticed new stores which were not there when I visited 
the city three months ago. The citizens are going about 
their normal business in the city. I live in Asmara, and 
I occasionally travel to various places, observing the 
changes in all areas. I have noticed, as an ordinary 
citizen and not as a head of state, thal activity ‘n the 
city is normal. You can visit Aseb and other places to 
see the situation for yourself. 


{[Khazim} How do you assess the Arab positions on the 
current conflict between you and Yemen? 


{Isaias] We are very satisfied with the Arab positions. 
The results of the visit by Eritrean Interior Minister 
Ali Said Abdalla come as official confirmation of the 
Arab states’ position which has recently started to 
become clear. There is no doubt that the Arab states are 
convinced of the necessity to find a peaceful solution 
to the issue and not to take sides in the conflict. The 
Arab states’ position toward the conflict was clear from 
the start, but the problem was a media problem. Many 
believed wrongly that Eritrea was the aggressor, which 
caused confusion in many Arab government circles. 
Minister Abdalla’s tour was intended to confirm the 
facts behind the recent events by giving accurate reports 
and details of the events. In addition to clarifying the 
facts, the only thing that interests us in this matter is 
that the Arab states contribute impartially and positively 
to finding a peaceful solution to the issue. This is the 
impression we got from the interior minister's tour of 
these states. 


Before that, the Arab League stated wrongly and at 
an inopportune time that it was supporting Yemen in 
its conflict with Eritrea, without even investigating the 
matter. At the me, we said that this position represents 
the view of the Arab League's general secretariat and 
not that of the Arab states. This is what was actually 
confirmed later and as a result of the Eritrean interior 
minister's talks. 


{[Khazim] It seems that there is a new escalation by Er- 
itrea against Sudan, especially with Asmara hosting the 
Sudanese opposition congress last week and confirming 
that military action is the way to topple the Sudanese 
regime. Is this true? 


(Isaias} There is nothing new in this. We are not doing 
anything in secret and we are not using diplomacy in this 
matter. We severed diplomatic relations with that regime 
because it had declared war on all the neighboring states. 
We were ahead of many in adopting this appropriate 
position 
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Before announcing this matter (severing relations) we 
confirmed it to president (Umar) al-Bashir and his 
entourage in the National Islamic Front during a meeting 
in July 1994. I believe that this position is not new. 
Sudan has declared war and we have no alternative. 
It has fought us for many year. oy many means and 
we had no alternative but to sever relations with it, 
to ac’ pt the fait accompli imposed on us, defend our 
interests, and look for new relations other than those 
which existed with the Khartoum regime since 199] 
and before that date. 


We do not intend showing any courtesy with regard to 
the problem of toppling that (Sudanese) regime, and we 
are not working secretly in this context. The issue of 
the opposition and its congress in Asmara is a separate 
issue, but is in line with our policy of finding a strategic 
alternative or making an alliance with the strategic 
alternative. 


Our positions toward the Khartoum regime were clear 
from the start. When we had diplomatic relauons and 
a dialogue with that regime we always said that the 
internal conflicts in Sudan, be they in the south or in the 
north, should be dealt with by making the opposition 
participate and giving it a place, and by resorting to 
methods ensuring stability and peace in Sudan. This 
positon was clear not only between us and Khartoum, 
it was also a collective position adopted by all the states 
in the region toward Sudan. The Sudanese Government 
rejected this position. Also, our attempts at finding a 
peaceful solution to the conflict between Khartoum and 
the southerners were hampered by Khartoum’s failure 
to readily respond to these attempts. 


In view of this situation, there was no alternative but 
to look for strategic relations with a Sudanese political 
force. And since the Khartoum regime's policy is to 
use force against us, it is not strange or shameful to 
defend ourselves with every available means, to look 
for means, and to find relauons which would spare the 
region bloodshed and destruction. 


[Khazim] Does this mean that Eritrea will give weapons 
and military support to the Sudanese opposition [Demo- 
cratic National] Grouping? 


[Isaias} There is no secret about this, because if the 
Grouping needs weapons, we will support the Sudanese 
Opposition without any hesitation. We have no problem 
in this matter. 


{[Khazim] Would this support include training camps? 


[Isaias} Everything, it includes everything. We are 
neither working in secret nor training people to work 
secretly against a state with which we have diplomatic 
relauons. There is a definite break. There are no 
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relations between us and that (Sudanese) regime and 
our reiations with che opposition are obvious. If they 
ask us for military support, training, weapons, and so 
on, there would be no hesitation to grant this request. 


{Khazim]} Does the Sudanese People’s Liberation Move- 
ment or any of the parties of the Grouping have training 
camps in Eritrea now? 


{Isaias} Five Grouping has official offices and political 
activities, and since the Grouping has decided to step up 
military and political action, we can only support this 
option. 

Eritrea: Minister Back From Gulf, Middle East 
Tour 


EA23#01113396 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Internal Affairs Minister 
Ali Said Abdalla, who led an Eritrean Government 
delegation to the Gulf and Middle East States, has 
said the delegation’s tour was successful. The minister 
also said the delegation’s tour clarified the Eritrean 
Government's stand on the issue of the Zuqur-Hanish 
Islands, and it added another side to the one-sided 
understanding of the issue. [passage omitted] 


Ethiopia 
Ethiopia: Prime Minister Zenawi Leaves for France 


FA2301112396 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in English 1030 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
left Addis Ababa this morning for a three-day offi- 
cial visit to France. The high-ranking Ethiopian dele- 
gation led by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi will, dunng 
its working visit to France, hold talks with President 
Jacques Chirac and French Government officials on is- 
sues concerned with further strengthening of relations 
and cooperation between the two countries. Prime Min- 
ister Meles Zenawi was seen off at Bole International 
Airport by Deputy Prime Minister Tamirat Layne and 
other senior government officials. 


Kenya 
Kenya: UK Minister Hears Opposition Report on 
Proposed Press Bills 
EA2101204296 Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 
21 Jan 96 pil 


{Article by correspondent Paul Redfern] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Kenya's main opposition 
leaders said on Friday [19 January} that Britain's 
Minister for Overseas Development. Lynda Chalker, 
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was “shocked” to hear of the proposed legislation on 
the media which the government is said to be planning 
to introduce in the next parliamentary session. 


Speaking to the "NATION" following their meeting 
with Baroness Chalker, the four leaders — Mr. Michael 
Wamalwa, Mr. Martin Shikuku, Mr. Mwai Kibaki and 
Mr. James Orengo — said the two proposed bills on the 
media was one of several subjects they discussed with 
the ODA [Overseas Development Agency] minister 
during their meeting. For three days, the four men 
visited London in a tnp organized by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 


It followed a request by Mr. Wamalwa, Mr. Orengo, 
Mr. Shikuku and Mr. Kibaki to the British high com- 
missioner in Nairobi to facilitate such a trip. [passage 
omitted } 


“We felt this was an urgent mission which was neces- 
sary to brief interested parues in Britain about recent 
poliucal developments in Kenya,’ Mr. Wamalwa said. 


Democratic Party of Kenya chairman Mwai Kibaki said 
miuch of the discussions centred on who would be the 
opposition presidential candidate, and the four leaders 
said the alliance was in the process of going through 
the modalities of choosing its leader “as this is what the 
people want’. [passage omitted] 


After visiting Baroness Chalker this time, the four 
leaders said she remained “constant” with what she had 
said last year. 


However, it was also stressed that the donor community 
sull had “much to learn” in its dealings with the 
Kenya Government and that they should look extremely 
carefully over whether it would be wise to grant more 
aid in the forthcoming Paris consultative group meeting, 
expected to be held next month or in March. 


“It is the donors who should look at themselves,” Mr. 
Kibaki said. “They keep saying Moi will change and we 
should give him one more chance, but he never will.” 


The opposition leaders said they were looking for both 
moral and financial support before the next general 
election. [passage omitted] 


On the proposed legislauon of the media, the party 
leaders said Baroness Chalker was “very shocked” when 
they were made clear to her. 


She knew vaguely that there was somethirz on the 
honzon, but she did not know the details.” Mr. Wa- 
malwa said. 


We believe these are very dangerous proposals which 
threaten freedom of expression.” 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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The four-day visit ended yesterday {20 January} and the 
four leaders are due back in Nairobi today. 


Kenya: KANU Secretary Condemas Opposition 
Leaders’ Foreign Travel 

EA2201 134796 Nairobi KNA in English 

1120 GMT 22 Jan % 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Murang’a, 22 Jan (KNA) 
— The KANU [Kenya African National Union) sec- 
retary general Mr. Joseph Kamotho has criticized the 
opposition leaders who have recently been making tnps 
to foreign countries looking for funds and other assis- 
tance to destabilize the Kenya Government. 


Mr. Kamotho, who is also the minister for education, 
challenged those leaders to tell Kenyans what lessons 
they went to learn from Rwanda recently with full 
knowledge that over | million people of that country 
had been massacred following tribal clashes. 


The minister, who was addressing a KANU rally at 
Kihoya chiefs camp in Kangema Muranga [Central 
Province] yesterday hailed the British and South African 
Governments for refusing to entertain the opposition 
leaders when they visited the two countries recently. 
He described those trips as useless, and a waste of time 
and money. 


He said any Kenyan who sought for assistance of a 
mzungu [white person] or any other foreigner to help 
him become the country’s top leader was the greatest 
enemy of Kenyans, who shed their blood to redeem this 
country from colonialism. [passage omitted] 


Kenyan Newspaper Lists Media Sources Controlled 
by Government 


EA2201171596 Nairobi THE EASTAFRICAN 
in English 22 Jan 96 p15 


[Article by correspondent Gitau Wangi: “Government 
Dominates Media Scene in Kenya”] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The most significant feature 
of Kenya's media scene in recent years has been its 
increasing dominance by the government and groups 
allied to it. They now control two of the three daily 
newspaper and several magazines and have a 100 per 
cent grip on the electonic me “a. 


The government owns the Kenya Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion with its two TV channels and the only radio station. 
The second TV station, the Kenya Television Network, 
is controlled by individuals in the ruling establishment. 


There are a number of privately-owned independent 
print media outlets but only the nation group can claim 
the widest reach, far outselling both other dailies com- 
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bined. The "DAILY NATION’ is Kenya's biggest daily 
(circulation 180,000) and the group also publishes the 
“SUNDAY NATION" (200,000), the Swahili daily, 
“TAIFA LEO", and the regional weekly, THE EAST- 
AFRICAN.” The group ts the largest of its kind in East 
and Central Africa. 


The number two daily is the -EAST AFRICAN STAN- 
DARD", the country’s oldest newspaper, with an esu- 
mated circulation of 50,000. It was sold recently by the 
Lonrho Group to unidentified buyers widely believed to 
be linked to the ruling establishment. 


The "KENYA TIMES" is owned and operated by 
KANU, the ruling party. Its association with President 
Moi's ruling party and long-standing management dif- 
ficulties have affected its image and kepi its readership 
low. It does not publish circulation figures but they are 
variously reported as between 8,000 and 15,000 per day. 


A comparatively recent entrant into the market 1s the 
weekly “PEOPLE” newspaper owned by Mr. Ken- 
neth Matiba, leader of the opposition Ford-Asili Party. 
Founded in 1993, it has gained readers steadily, espe- 
cially in Nairom and Central Province, and plans to go 
daily. 


A weekly news magazine, “THE ECONOMIC RE- 
VIEW", frequently challenges the government and was 
the publication which first gave details of the two new 
press bills, with a cover story on 1 Sth January entitled 
"Killing the press.” 


“THE ECONOMIC REVIEW" has been fighung for the 
same readership turf as Kenya's oldest news magazine, 
“THE WEEKLY REVIEW’, which has adopted a 
pro-KANU line in recent years, especially since the 
introduction of mulupartyism. The owner and publisher 
is Mr. Hilary Ng’ weno, chairman of the press law task 
force. 


There are also strongly anti-establishment publica- 
tons like “FINANCE” magazine (which despite its 
name dwells on poliucs) and the “NAIROBI LAW 
MONTHLY published by human rights lawyer Gitobu 
Imanyara, which claims to offer a serious platform for 
debate of constitutional and politico-legal issues. 


Church bodies also put out various periodicals, maga- 
zines and newsletters, one of which was recently banned 
in an area that supports the opposition. 


The broadcast scene has proved impossible for indepen- 
dents to penetrate. The government has so far refused 
to allow others to compete with KBC and KTN 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya: FAO Chief Warns African Countries of 
Grain Shortages 

EA2101154796 Nairobi KNA in English 

1140 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Nairobi, 21 Jan — The di- 
rector general of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), Dr. Jacques Diouf, has warned African countries 
that they will have to find ways of feeding themselves, 
as the grain surpluses from the West that used to sup- 
plement their low production are no longer available. 


He said that there is currently a grain deficit of four 
percent throughout the world, and African countries 
which experience the most food shortage will have to 
fend for themselves. 


"Furthermore, the European Community, which used to 
provid: the bulk of grain to Africa, has now imposed a 
grain export tax, thus discouraging the export of grains,” 
warned the director general. 


Dr. Diouf gave the warning yesterday at the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport, where he had arrived 
for a three-day official visit to Kenya. He is expected 
to hold high-level talks with Kenyan officials as part 
of a three-nation Africa tour. The director general, who 
has already visited Zambia and Zimbabwe, will address 
the deteriorating food security situation in Africa with 
Kenyan officials. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Somalia: Islamic Court Bans Daytime Food Sale 
During Ramadan 

2301114596 Paris AFP in English 
0111 GMT 23 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 23 Jan (AFP) — 
An Islamic Sharia court has issued a decree here ban- 
ning day-time sale of all foodstuffs in hotels, restaurants, 
bars, food kiosks in north Mogadishu during the fasting 
month of Ramadan which started on Monday [22 Jan- 
uary}. 

The decree said those found guilty of violating the order 
would be punished according to Islamic laws which 
last year included either jailing offenders throughout the 
fasting period or whipping them in public. 


The decree also ordered that materials, equipment 
and utensils used for serving food during the banned 
tume would be confiscated by the authorities. North 
Mogadishu is controlled by the faction of self-styled 
Somali interim president Ali Mahdi Mohamed’s Somali 
Salvation Alliance (SSA). 

At the same time, the court urged the business com- 
munity to lower food prices, especially for rice, maize, 
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Sugar and cooking oil, during the fasting month to en- 
able the poor living in areas under its jurisdiction to 
afford meals. 


Immediately the order was announced, armed Islamic 
militiamen were seen patrolling the streets of north 
Mogadishu to try and stop several small underground 
pubs from evading the rule. As a result, the streets of Bar 
Fiat and Behani, the busiest streets in north Mogadishu 
were deserted on Monday. The Islamic militiamen also 
raided other establishments and dispersed chewers of 
the popular narcotic plant, Khat. 


Earlier this month, the north Mogadishu Islamic Court 
ordered bans on entertainment by Somili artistes in 
cinemas and theatres and even whipped in public about 
30 musicians arrested on stage while playing to an 
audience. 


But in south Mogadishu, which is controlled by So- 
malia’s main warlord General Mohamed Farah A\- 
did’s United Somali Congress/Somalia National Al- 
liance (USC/SNA), all hotels, restaurants and tea shops 
opened their doors and served food normally to the pub- 
lic, except for a few very religious men who closed their 
business out of respect for their religion and to protect 
their reputation. 


People were seen drinking tea as usual under trees and 
eating bananas on streets of Mogadishu. Banana has 
become the cheapest food commodity in Somalia since 
the closure of Mogadishu port last year by a facuon 
alliance of Ali Mahdi's SSA and the USC/SNA faction 
of Osman Hassan Ali “Atto”, Aidid’s former financier- 
turned bitter political enemy in south Mogadishu. 


However, an Islamic group, the Ahlu-Sunna Wal- 
Jama‘a, which recognises Aidid as the interim president 
of Somalia, appealed to Somalis to respect the Ramadan 
fast. The group's 30-year-old leader, Sheikh Ali Sheikh 
Abdinasir said the Somali people would only find and 
enjoy peace if they respected Ramadan. 


Tanzania 


Tanzanian Mizister Visits Refugees, Agrees to 
‘Temporary Asylum’ 

EA2201152096 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1000 GMT 22 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ngara — Tanzanian Defense 
Minister Edgar Maokola-Majogo has directed the Ngara 
district Commissioner to work closely with the resident 
UNHCR officer in the country, and to provide temporary 
asylum to refugees who have entered Tanzan :. until 
arrangements for their repatriation have been made. 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
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Mr. Majogo gave the directive after he visited more than 
15,000 refugees from Mugano camp in Burundi who 
entered Ngudusi and Mbuba villages in Ngara District 
in Kagera region. 

Minister Majogo also directed that the refugees be 
moved from the border area to a temporary settlement 
at Keza village in Ngara District so that relief services 
may be provided for them and arrangements made for 
their repatriation to Rwanda. 


The refugees told the minister they were forced to flee 
from the camp after Burundian soldiers stormed the 
Mugano camp, killing some of them. 


Tanzania: UNHCR Blames Burundi Troops for 
Refugee Exodus 


EA2201152596 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1300 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Trarslated Text} Bujumbura — Around 16,000 
Rwandan refugees have fled their camp in northeastern 
Burundi and are trying to enter Tanzania. The office of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said the move- 
ment of refugees from Ntamba Camp, which started on 
Saturday 20 January, was caused by Burundian Tutsi 
soldiers who were thought to have invaded the neigh- 
boring Mugano refugee camp last week. 


About 14,000 refugees from Mugano camp crossed the 
border at the weekend and entered Tanzania, but the 
Tanzanian Government has said they will not stay in the 
country for long. Reports say thousands of refugees are 
still in Ntamba camp. However, 16,000 refugees have 
already reached the Tanzanian border and 400 of them 
have crossed into Tanzania. 


Reports say there has been no fighting at Ntamba 
camp. The refugees were frightened by what happened 
at Mugano camp. The refugees from Mugano camp 
who crossed into Tanzania said Burundi soldiers had 
attacked their camp, killing 20 refugees and wounding 
several others. Burundi says that it is investigating the 
allegations. 


Tanzania: Rwandan Refugees Expelled Back to 
Burundi 


AB2201182496 Paris AFP in English 
1817 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, Jan 22 (AFP) - 
Tanzania began forcing Rwandan refugees back across 
the Ruvubu River to Burundi on Monday as thousands 
of others remained stranded on the Burundian side of 
the border as night fell, relief otiicials told AFP 


Another 650 returned to their largely burned-out camp 
in northeastern Burundi, they said. 
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Tanzania allowed a first wave of some 15,000 Rwandan 
Hutu refugees encamped in northeastern Burundi to 
cross the border late last week after clashes near their 
Mugano camp. 


At the weekend, most of the 17,000 or so refugees in 
the nearby Ntamba camp decided to follow them, but 
Tanzania Closed the border again on Sunday. 


Hitoshi Mise, the senior representative in Burundi of the 
UN High Commussioner tor Refugees (UNHCR), said 
an unknown number of the Ntamba refugees managed 
to cross the river, but that on Monday the Tanzaman 
troops sent between S00 and 1,000 of them back across 
the river in canoes 


No torce was involved, he said 


Most of the rest of the Niamba refugees were stranded 
in a valley on the Burundian side of the border, said 
Andrey Kiselev, the delegation head in Burundi of the 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 
He said the Tanzanian troops were stopping them from 
crossing the border, and that Burundian troops behind 
them were preventing them from retreating farther back 
into Burundi. 


Kiselev, who put the number of refugees at 18,000 — 
the figures vary slightly from agency to agency — said 
they were strung out along the long river valley. 


That's good from a sanitation point of view, he noted, 


adding: You can't see more than 1a at a me. 
2 


The refugees had taken enough rations from their camp 
to last them about a week, he said 


Tanzania closed the border in March last vear after 
saying it could hardly cope with the 700,000 Rwandan 
and Burundian refugees it was already hosting, but 
allowed the Mugano refugees to cross after shooung 
broke out around their camp last week 


It was sul unclear Monday whether soidiers of Bu- 
rundi's Tutsi-dominated army fired directly into the 
camp, as the refugees claim, or whether the fighting 


took place just outside it 


The refugees said the soldiers killed 20 camp inhabi- 
tants, but relict workers have been unable to find any 
over the border in Tanzania, or 
{ shooting inside the camp 


hodies at the camp, of 


bap’, Ne 


any evidence 0 


Atter the inhabitants of the Ntamba camp, a little 
south of Mugano, decided to follow those refugees 
to Tanzania at the weekend, Burundian troops torched 
most of the huts in Ntamba, made of branches, mud, 
palm fronds and plastic sheeting 
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Mise said 200 to 500 of the Ntamba refugeses “were 
brave enough to stay on,” and that the UNHCR would 
rebuild the camp. 


"The military don’t appear to object to a return to 
Ntamba,” he said. 
UNHCR field workers were registering those who 


wanted to return to Ntamba, he said, as well as a "very 
small number who want to return to Rwanda." 


The Rwandan Hutus fied that neighbouring country at 
the end of a vicious three-month civil war in 1994 in 
which Hutu extremists slaughtered more than 500,000 
men, women and children before being defeated by a 
rebel army of the minority Tutsis. 

In Burundi, where the ethnic mix is similar — 85 


percent Hutu to 14 percent Tutsi — they are enmeshed 
in a low-level civil war. 


Clashes between Burundi’s army and Hutu militias, 
as well as massacres of villagers, are resulting in 
a daily death toll estimated at around 30, and the 
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120,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees in northern Burundi 
are frequently caught in clashes, but the Ntamba camp 
is in a more secure area than the Mugano camp, which 
is being abandoned. 


The army accuses Burundi's Hutus of collaborating with 
Rwandan Hutu refugees in Zaire to mount guerrilla 
attacks across the border, and the Rwandan Hutus here 
say the army is trying to force them out. 


The army has also threatened to move the refugee camps 
deeper into Burundi, which the refugees fear would be 
dangerous, relief workers say. 


Mise described the burning of the Ntamba camp as 
“probably the result of miscommunication" between 
local and central authorities, who were apparently 
initially unaware of it. 


UNHCR field staff are now planning a new camp in 
Tanzania's Ngara region to house the refugees from 
Mugano. 
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South African Court Rejects Release of U.K. ‘Spy’ 
Wanted by U.S. 


MB2201202896 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) An application for the release 
of the former British spy, Paul Grecian, was today 
turned town by the Kempton Park magistrate’s court. 
Mr. Grecian is in detention pending the hearing of an 
application for his extradition to the United States. 


Mr. Grecian, who is alleged to have informed the 
West about Iraqi plans to produce a super weapon, 
was arrested by Interpol at Johannesburg International 
Airport on 15 December. He is wanted in the United 
States on charges of fraud, and selling U. S. weapon 
components to Iraq. The United States has asked for his 
extradition. 

His first application for bail last month was turned down. 
Today his lawyers submitted two separate applicauons 
to try to obtain the release of their client. The first 
was brought by his advocate, Mr. Gilbert Marcus, 
who argued that Mr. Grecian’s detention is unlawful. 
Mr. Marcus said the state does not have sufficient 
evidence and has not applied for a further warrant for 
his detention. This, said Mr. Marcus, is contrary to the 
law on extradition. 


Magistrate Mr. (Nico Schlechter) turned down the 
application, saying the state had issued a warrant for 
coatinued detention and has sufficient evidence to detain 
Mr. Grecian. A new application for bail was also turned 
down. The extradition hearing has been set for 16 


February. 


Mandela, Buthelezi Agree on Solution to KwaZulu 
Violence 


MB2201165896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1605 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Jan 22 SAPA — 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi on 
Monday came out in favour of a gathering of the Zulu 
nation in an attempt to address the violence in KwaZulu- 
Natal Province. 


Traditional customs to arrange (word indistinct] an “im- 
bizo” however had to be observed, he said after meeting 
President Nelson Mandela at his official Pretoria resi- 
dence. 


At a joint news conference after the meeting, both 
Buthelezi and Mandela said there was agreement on the 
procedure to be followed in arranging the imbizo. 


It entailed a preliminary meeting of Zulu chiefs 
(amakhozi), which would be attended by Mandela, 
Buthelezi and Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini. 


Mandela told reporters an imbizo first had to be dis- 
cussed with the amakhozi. 
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He would speak to King Goodwill on Monday evening 
(tonight) to ask that such a meeting be called. 


Monday's talks were also attended by African National 
Congress KwaZulu-Natal leader Jacob Zuma. 


South Africa: IFP Return to Constitutional 
Assembly Said Likely 


MB2301081896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 23 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Informed political sources 
believe that the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party} could well 
be back in the Constitutional Assembly by the end of 
next month if the constitutional process in KwaZulu/ 
Natal runs smoothly. Top-level negotiations are believed 
to be on the cards and could take place in Pretoria next 
week. The National Party’s KwaZulu/Natal leader, Mr. 
Danie Schutte, said last night that the finalization of 
the provincial constitution was the key to an inclusive 
settlement at national level. 


South Africa: COSATU Calls on KwaZulu/Natal 
Premier To Resign 


MB2001144596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2149 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Jan 19 
SAPA — The Congress of South African Trade Unions 
{COSATU] on Friday called on KwaZulu-Natal Premier 
Frank Mdlalose to resign over allegations that he 
authorised the spending of millions of rands [R] of 
taxpayers’ money on Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] self- 
protection units [SPU’s]. 


COSATU said it regarded the allegations — contained 
in a report by the KwaZulu-Natal auditor-general — 
in an extremely serious light but was not surprised by 
them at all. Last year Mdlalose took “a holier-than-thou 
attitude” and told the provincial legislature no public 
funds were used to pay for the SPUs, COSATU said 
in a statement. "For far too long the IFP was basically 
doing whatever it wanted with taxpayers’ money in its 
one-party state.” 


COSATU said the R8.6 million spent on salaries and 
ammunition for SPUs was hard evidence against the IFP 
leadership, and called for decisive action to be taken 
against those implicated in mismanagement. “Those 
proven to be involved in corruption canmot remain in 
high office. Mdlalose must take the only honourable 
step — resign with immediate effect, COSATU sand 


‘Tracking Device’ Found in S. African Land 
Affairs Minister’s Car 


MB2301060296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
OS52 GMT 23 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 23 
SAPA — A spokesperson for Land Affairs Minister 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Derek Hanekom has confirmed that a tracking device 
had deen found in his official vehicle, SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reported 
on Tuesday. 


There were no indications of who could have been 
responsible for fitting the device to Hanekom’s car, 
he added. The news comes in the wake of recent 
disclosures that the top structure of the South African 
Police Service was spied on and claims of a serious 
breach in security at the Safety and Security Ministry. 


National police commissioner George Fivaz said earlier 
the allegations — made by a man claiming to be a Na- 
tional Intelligence Agency spy — would be investigated 
as a matter of extreme urgency. Werner van Greunen 
had in a statement to police referred to various politi- 
cians in the context of his alleged espionage activities. 
He is reported to have handed documents and computer 
disks to police to substantiate his claims. 


South African Press Review for 22 Jan 
MB2201 105996 


(FBIS Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


KwaZulu/Natal’s Use of Funds Criticized — The lead 
editorial in the Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in Eng- 
lish on 22 January, page 8, cites a report by KwaZulu/ 
Natal auditor general Chris Foster that accuses the 
KwaZulu/Natal government of using state funds to pay 
Inkatha Self-Protection Units. Summarizing the report, 
the paper notes: "Foster's report suggests that laws were 
broken, standard public accounting procedures were ig- 
nored, taxpayers’ money was used for party political 

urposes and — to put it politely — kw ulu/Na- 
tal Premier Frank] Mdlalose misrepresented the facts 
to the legislature. In any normal parliamentary democ- 
racy, Mdlalose would be forced to stand down. But at 
the time of writing, he had not produced a rebuttal. The 
impression is that he believes he is not accountable to 
the legislature or to the taxpayers who put him in office 
and pay his salary. This is not the first time that the 
provincial government has been accused of this kind of 
abuse.... The old habits of homeland rule die hard. In 
KwaZulu, little distincuon was made between the inter- 
ests of the party and the state. While Inkatha continues 
to operate in this unaccountable way, its claims to be a 
force for democracy will ring hollow.” 


SOWETAN 


Former Defense Force Condemned for Ivory Trade 
— An editorial in the Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 22 January, page 10, notes the Kumleben 
Commission findings that the South African Defense 
Force [SADF] trafficked illegally in ivory and rhino 
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horn. "We heard that the SADF smuggled the ivory 
and rhino horn to fund their illegal activities and line 
the pockets of certain people in high places....We are 
appalled at what the SADF was used for and those 
responsible for this callousness should be brought to 
book.” 


South African Press Review for 23 Jan 
MB2301102296 


{[FBIS Report] 
THE STAR 


Pull Plug on Power-Sharing — One of the most 
“contenuous issues" left before finalizing the nation’s 
new constitution is the future of the government of 
national unity, GNU, according to Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English in a page 14 editorial on 23 January. 
The GNU “has done the country a world of good in the 
past 20 months,” says the editorial, but "writing power- 
sharing into the new constitution is not the answer. In 
any democracy the party which wins the elections must 
form the government. There is a role in this country for 
a vibrant, viable opposition — and the NP [National 
Party] is not that at the moment.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Realistic View of Economy Necessary — Provinces 
and local governments’ debts and overspending “have 
taken the gloss off the optimism on the state of the 
economy,” says an editorial on page 6 of 23 January's 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English. “Provincial 
spending overruns are due in large part to the fact that 
we are still dealing with the heritage of the bloated 
homeland bureaucracies.” The debt problem threatens 
to reduce spending options in the central government's 
future budgets but backsliding on deficit-reducuon pro- 
grams “is unthinkable.” The editorial concludes: "A 
proper and comprehensive view of the economy requires 
more information, released earlier, than has been forth- 
coming from the authorities.” “It is time the dangers 
were contemplated as intently as the successes are cel- 
ebrated.” 


SOWETAN 


Make Every Effort for Peace — “The worst that can 
be said about the meeting between the Government 
and the [FP [Inkatha Freedom Party] over violence in 
KwaZulu-Natal is that, even if this is an uninspiring 
long shot, everything must be done to help the people 
of that region,” according to Johannesburg SO AN 
in English in a page 12 editorial on 23 January. “It 
may be too late to have this imbizo [Zulu gathering] 
— which 1s a valuable move — now. And yet every 
attempt towards peace must be encouraged.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Mozambique 


Mozambique: Article Responds to U.S. Envoy’s 
Letter 


MB2301072596 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
18 Jan 96 p2 


[Article by All ino Magaia on the “Foreround” page, 
with title in English: “Dennis Jett: Please, Go Home'”} 


[FBIS Translated Text} I followed with great interest the 
controversy involving an illustrious ambassador and a 
distinguished editor, which appeared in MEDIAFAX of 
11 January 1996 — specifically, a heated exchange of 
words between Mr. Dennis Jett, the U.S. ambassador 
to Mozambique, and MEDIAFAX editor Mr. Carlos 
Cardoso. A number of facts are worth keeping in mind: 


1) Carlos Cardoso is none but himself, and one could 
not expect nothing but his position on the defense of 
freedom of the press, freedom of expression, the right 
of the people to information, and the right of journalists 
to be informed by those in a position to do so; 


2) Dennis Jett was caught in a number of traps because: 


a) He argues with a journalist whose past he does not 
know (but thinks he knows), and hence passes judgment 
without foundation; 


b) He establishes a flagrant contradiction between what 
the United States wants Mozambicans to be believe is 
its concept of freedom of the press, and his performance 
as a senior U.S. Government official. 


Let us deal with the first point: Dennis Jett does not 
know that Carlos Cardoso (a journalist that thinks for 
himself, an intellectual who never allowed himself to 
be tamed) was sent to prison in 1982 for not describing 
Renamo (Mozambique National Resistance] as “armed 
bandits”. 


President Samora Machel had let it be known through 
DTIP [Ideological Propaganda Department of the Party) 
and the Information Ministry that Renamo’s armed 
men, who sowed terror everywhere, should be treated 
neither as MNR [Mozambique National Resistance] nor 
as “Matsangaissas” or “matsangas” (in a reference to 
Andre Matsangaissa, its former leader), but as “armed 
bandits.” 


Carlos Cardoso wrote an article for AIM [MOZAM- 
BIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY] in which he dis- 
regarded the president's order. And what a president’ 
Samora, with all his chansma and power, would have 
given the shivers to Dennis Jett! Snasp [People’s Na- 
tional Security Service] ordered Cardoso's arrest, and 
Samora commented: “If he has not betrayed us yet. he 
is about to do it.” But journalists like Polly Gaster, lain 
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Christie, and others showed their solidarity with Carios 
Cardoso, and Information Minister Jose Luis Cabaco 
disagreed with the decision to have him arrested. Car- 
doso was released, but remained the one and the same 
person. What he told the U.S. ambassador about AIM’s 
handling of information on the “armed bandits” is true. 


If it serves any purpose to inform the U.S. ambassador, 
then here it is: Carlos Cardoso applied for membership 
with the Frelimo Party, but withdrew his application 
after waiting for more than a year to be accepted. 
And if it serves any purpose, we would like to clarify 
that it is not true, as Dennis Jett says, that Cardoso 
was AIM's director. There is a difference between a 
full-time director and an interim one. The latter was 
Carlos Cardoso’s status. No information minister had 
the courage to appoint him permanently because of 
Cardoso’s intellectual insubordination. 


But I think the U.S. ambassador knows that a week be- 
fore Samora was assassinated, Carlos Cardoso wrote an 
article enutled, “Samora, the Next Target?” in which, 
based on the bloody evolution «! southern Africa's po- 
litical situation, he concluded th at the Mozambican pres- 
ident would probably be the target of an assassination 
attempt. Cardoso made a point of showing his arucle to 
[DTIP chief] Jorge Rebelo before publication. 


I think it is fair to give this information to Dennis 
Jett, who regards journalists in this country as a pack 
of professional camels, except SAVANA journalists. 
I am trying to prove that Dennis Jett’s discourse in 
MEDIAFAX was directed at the wrong person and 
lacked objectivity. Thus the reason for the ambassador's 
inappropriate questions, which, I only hope, will not 
come to the attention of the U.S. Senate so that it does 
not pull his ears for having asked: "Can the press be free 
if itis owned by the government? Is AIM your argument 
that it can?” And then he makes a threat: “Your opinions 
in this regard should be taken seriously.” All that was 
left was an exclamation mark! 


Carlos Cardoso answered these questions in the same 
issue Of MEDIAFAX. I would have answered with them 
with other questions: 


1) The Voice of America [VOA]} is a U.S. Government 
agency. Does that mean it is not free? If it is free, why 
can AIM not be? If it is not free, why must AIM be free? 
But AIM has an advantage over the VOA: It has never 
Stated that its editorial line reflects the government's 
thought, like the VOA repeats it daily. And if I were 
Carlos Cardoso, | would have told Dennis Jett in true 
Mozambican siyle: Please, just resign 
fate' 


your 
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The U.S. ambassador also makes long comments on the 
Mozambican Press Law, but only quotes the articles that 
can back his stunned [atordoada] arguments. He ignores 
everything the law says about public news media, from 
which it demands independence and objectivity. And | 
would like to stress that as far as Law 18 of 1991 (Press 
Law) is concerned, it would have been proper and very 
diplomatic if the U.S. ambassador had respected and 
even praised it instead of trying to compare it to U.S. 
law. 


Our press law is, perhaps, somewhat prolix because it 
tned to embody the Civil Code and the Commercial 
Code, as well as assorted legislation. This is the press 
law we have, our present press law, a press law 
that journalists, through the National Organization of 
Journalists [ONJ] and appointed lawyers, fought to 
obtain. It is the first press law produced in Mozambique 
by Mozambicans and for Mozambicans. It is the press 
law that we could get and that will be improved at an 
appropriate ume. 

Dennis Jett suffers from the censorship ghost and he 1s 
now engaged in exorcism to try proving its existence. 
It is a waste of time to tell him there is no longer 
censorship in Mozambique. What there, is in my view 
— and I hope this will help to enlighten the ambassador, 
is: 


i. A distinctive editonal pattern in each news media 
outlet; 


2. Personal choice by journalists to write biased articles; 


3. Much laziness and lack of study and investigation 
by a number of news media professionals, a chronic 
malady; 


4. The absence of political training (neither capitalist 
nor socialist); 


5. Lack of awareness in belonging to a professional 
group with specific responsibilities, a malady the ONJ 
is trying to eliminate; 


6. Great individual values in all news media outlets and 
the cream of journalists, which includes Carlos Cardoso. 


Points No. | and 2 also exist in the United States 
(The WASHINGTON POST is not THE NEW YORK 
TIMES; VOA is not CNN in terms of editorial guid- 
ance). Likewise, Joseph Hanlon is nobody but himself 
and that is why he is disliked by Dennis Jett. I believe 
Hanlon must be an American Carlos Cardoso — a kind 
of journalist who always displeases people in power be- 
cause of his independent thinking, restless disposition, 
and political options, which make Dennis Jett conclude 
it is a question of ideological onentation and lack of 
objecuvity.” In other words: Hanlon should first of all 
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be a good boy and adjust his thinking to Dennis Jett’s. 
Then he would be rewarded by him, the doors would be 
opened, and he would be able to sit in USAID's office's 
sofas. Since he does not think the way Dennis Jett does, 
the doors have been closed on his face, and the smiles 
reserved for better-behaved journalists. In brief, he was 
censored. This is a bad example from the representative 
of the so-called fatherland of democracy! 


I must say that a journalist is not such a powerful 
figure that he should be received when he wants and 
the way he wants, regardless of circumstances. There 
are different cases and different situations. When he 1s 
not received however because one disagrees with his 
way of thinking, his reporting, and the newspaper he 
reports for, then this is a clear case of censorship. That 
is what it is, regardless of all pretexts presented like 
interruption of work and waste of contributors’ money. 
We Mozambicans are very sensitive to doors being 
closed in our face because we already experienced this 
kind of treatment dunng the colonial period and ir the 
First Republic. 


Another aspect, which I believe does not conform with 
an ambassador's job, is to publicly pass judgment on 
the news media of a country where he ts accredited. 
This is a form of interference in domestic affairs. | 
equally believe it is not an ambassador's job to engage 
in polemics with editorialists because, in this case im 
particular, there is even a powerful press service that 
could do that work. Or the ambassador could have at 
least entrusted this task to one of his secretaries. All 
the same, Dennis Jett preferred to step down from his 
pedestal and render bad service to the American people 
whom the Mozambican people admire. When | refer 
to Mozambicans, | am evidently also referring to my 
country’s journalists. 


We have in Mozambique a Higher News Media Council 
to which the ambassador should channel his complaints 
regarding the stand of all or each news media outlet in 
the country. We also have the Press Department attached 
to the Prime Minister's Office. There is also the Foreign 
Ministry and the President of the Republic who received 
his credentials. 


In view of all this Mr. Ambassador, just resign yourself 
to your fate’ It is Carlos Cardoso who is rght. He 
neither asked me nor do I want him to thank me for 
supporting him personally. The same is the case with the 
MEDIAFAX, which, since its inception, I believe has 
voluntanly or involuntarily rendered relevant services 
to U.S. interests in Mozambique, thus not deserving 
Dennis Jett’s treatment 
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Before I finish, there is an issue that puzzles me: The 
U.S. ambassador’s argument about Mozambique’s news 
media is similar to Renamo’s. Is it a mere coincidence? 


In conclusion: I suggest Dennis Jett adopt the attitude 
of one of his predecessors, Mr. John de Vos. He was 
a prudent, cheerful, and popular (he even used to visit 
markets to talk to market vendors) ambassador. He en- 
couraged these smali traders and gained their sympathy. 
In a genuinely Mozambican pun, they nicknamed him 
John de Nos [Our John]. He was not awarded a medal as 
was Dennis Jett, but did more for the United States than 
the latter. The reasons that make De Vos unforgettable 
are exactly the opposite of what will make Dennis Jett 
also unforgettable. Hence, a request to the U.S. Senate: 
Send this man home. He already has fulfilled his mis- 
sion and now is just Causing confusion. 


Dennis, please, go home! [preceding sentence published 
in English] 


Mozambique: Editor on Response to U.S. Envoy’s 
Letter 


MB2301123596 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
19 Jan 96 p4 


[Article by Migueis Lopes Jr.: "AIM or not AIM" on the 
"Multimedia" page — headline published in English] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} An unfortunate letter from 
Dennis Jett to the editor of MEDIAFAX — giving 
the reasons that made the U.S. ambassador declare 
his chancellory’s blackout [preceding word in English] 
on journalist Joe Hanlon and adding a few comments 
on AIM [MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY] 
— had the virtue of tripping mental circuit breakers 
clogged with guilty conscience and blowing several ill- 
suited fuses in supposedly dignified servile quarters. 


Let us start with the first (trippings) caused by the 
well- intentioned, (?egocentric) and always politically 
candid Carlos Cardoso. He came in defense of “his 
AIM,” that is, of the days he worked as its interim 
director until he was prey to the "blacking” of its servile 
propagandistic role, and when everything was “nice 
and very, very professional” (preceding quotation in 
English] merely because he managed to insert, among 
the glorious garbage that formed, and still forms, the 
bulk of AIM's product, a few sober sentences about the 
struggie against the BA's [Armed Bandits]. Let us stop 
beating about the bush and accept that BA's was what 
the bosses at BD — which stands for both the pink, 
one-sided Comic Strip [Banda Desenhada] produced by 
AIM employees under the then- people's democratic 
dictatorship, or Unarmed Bandits whom they in fact 
served — decided should be used to describe at least 
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37.78 percent — according to the October 1994 polls 
— of the population. 


Is there anything naive about it? Look Carlos, do not 
tell me that while you were with AIM the popular 
Snasp [People’s National Security Service] was not 
in place, that there were no very pcpular tortures, 
very revoludonary summary executions, and the ultra- 
liberating concentration camps just because they were 
not mentioned in reports filed by “your” AIM! For 
the record, when I was once assigned to AIM for 
"reeducation of leftist leanings” at about the same 
time that the news agency lost a reasonable teletypist 
and won yet another mediocre check-book scribbler 
— [Gustavo] Mavie — I remember that there was a 
committee in place. It was formed by “Defense and 
People’s Security comrades" who censored — pardon 
me, analyzed in advance — all AIM dispatches relating 
to the war so that they “fitted within the framework of 
the 7uidelines laid down by our vanguard party with 
a view to not providing with arms the enemy that 
threatens our socialist fatherland.’ 


As for the blowing of ill-suited fuses by respectable ser- 
vants, we have the priceless Fauvet for whom the fall of 
the Berlin Wall had the virtue of quickening the loss of 
his hair and the remains of his brightness. His love for 
ethical principles and professional journalism is equiva- 
lent to his proverbial love for soap and water. This hairy, 
gummed dinosaur — he was the one who publicly told 
[Mozambique Democratic Party leader Wehia] Ripua 
that he prefers “to be bald without than bald within” — 
said that "no one in government orders any fact to ap- 
pear in AIM reports.” Of course not, dear Stalin- Watson. 
It does not order because it does not need to in view 
of the long service rendered by servants promoting Fre- 
limo’s [Mozambique Liberation Front] scientific social- 
ism. Before its “market economy somersault,” Frelimo 
was unintentionally saved “in extremis’ from military 
defeat by the same United States that you now vitu- 
perate, after the millions of “CIA agents infiltrated” in 
Eastern paradises like Romania, the USSR, Bulgaria, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and so on overthrew the so- 
cialist peoples that were in power. As officious workers, 
those servants went beyond what Orwell had imagined, 
recreating an immaculate boss who ruled in the midst of 
two opposing systems, and depicting the glorious FPLM 
(Popular Forces for the Liberation of Mozambique] as 
having killed in heroic battles about two-thirds of the 
population in the form of BA’s, and the latter as having 
massacred southern Africa's child and female popula- 
tion. The servants operate along Pavlov's lines: If there 
is any slander about our sober, selfless, very honest and 
competent, and pluralist and democratic leaders. then 
old Fauvet starts foaming, dripping, and urinating en- 
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lightened and objective prose that appears in the inde- 
pendent NOTICIAS or, as if to crown it all, in SISE’s 
{State Information and Security Service) dominical bul- 
letin, which is sponsored by our august [Augusto de 
Carvalho, adviser to DOMINGO] butler and exemplary 
educator. 


Another fuse was blown by the Umorous and former 
teletypist — Frelimo’s Gustavo Mavie [mavioso], a 
“lapdog” who has taken up the post of servant after 
repeated and skewed readings of Leninism over five 
lessons inserted in pocket-size books published by the 
unfortunately defunct NOVOSTI, and brief perusals of 
publications bought from sidewalk salesmen by the 
Scala tea room. As if to rival Stalin Sergio Vieira, for 
whom the blood of non-Frelimo members is the same as 
piss [mijo], that clumsy apprentice sorcerer sees Snasp 
as a social solidarity institution, and FPLM massacres 
as “liberation operations.” He could not care less if truth 
in society can only be gauged by a free, general, and 
secret ballot. In October [1994], that truth revealed him 
as a collaborator of a dictatorship that effectively sowed 
and inflamed the “holocaust” to which he referred. That 
same truth conferred to the alleged perpetrators of the 
holocaust the support, if not the majority of votes, 
precisely in the areas where mavioso Gustavo's servile 
AIM “uncovered” massacres and the chopping off of 
ears at a rate ordered by his beloved and not-at-all- 
corrupt bosses to whom he remains loyal to this day, 
regardless of whether he is consciously guilty or not. 
Mavie used only one eye to read Tolstoy just in case 
the leftovers from his shame, or perhaps the vestiges of 
it, blind the other eye due to his collaborationist stance 
that sprinkles him with blood and ignominy. As a matter 
of fact, the fruits of Renamo'’s [Mozambique National 
Resistance] war were neither sweet nor tasty for the 
Fauvets and Mavies of this world, especially because 
they completely exposed them and the macabre lies they 
helped disseminate as messenger boys of the so-called 
people united from the Rovuma to Maputo Rivers. After 
all, not even half of those people were or are united. The 
fruits were neither sweet nor tasty because those who 
dare io think differently are no longer “reeducated” with 
a bullet blessed by Hitler/Vieira’s patriotism and fired 
at the back of their heads. 


Had it not been for the war that Frelimo forced Renamo 
to wage, on whose putrid trail Frelimo fed as a means 
of protracting its rule, today we would be living in fear 
of concentration camps; in a world of abasement of 
one’s dignity and political insensitivity; in a regimented 
society, in praise of popular crimes; a world in which 
the colonial dictatorship was simply blackened and 
where human life was at the mercy of enlightened 
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and isfallible quotes from “comrade president” and his 
rotating nomenclature. 


The fruits that are now part of our lives were not in 
fact sweet and tasty for the Fauvets and Mavies simply 
because they exposed a compromising subservience that 
the two cannot even claim to have been forced to 
comply with. Instead, they have opted for it, conniving 
with barbarity that will always be regarded as such even 
if it is not institutionalized. Freedom of opinion and 
sespect for individualism as an inalienable and priority 
right do not conform with mediocrity, which is the 
hallmark of those who toe the line. 


Swaziland 


Swazi Prime Minister Declares Planned Strikes 
legal 

MB1901204596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister, Prince 
Mbilini, says the mass action called by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions and the teachers’ strike 
which start on Monday [22 January] and Tuesday is 
nothing but a ploy to do away with the monarch. 
Prince Mbilini was speaking today when he declared 
both strikes illegal. He warned that government will be 
out to protect both people and property. Prince Mbilini 
warned workers in the country to ignore the call for 
mass action, but people must go to work on Monday. 
He made a strong appeal to the two organizations to 
think otherwise and reconsider their resolutions about 
the intended strikes and continue with negotiations for 
the benefit of the country and all concerned. 


Swazi Youth Leader on ‘Failed’ Efforts Toward 
Democracy 

MB2101154496 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 20 Jan 96 pY 


[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The president of the Swaziland 
National Youth Congress (SWAYOCO), Mr Benedict 
Tsabedze has said all processes towards a peaceful 
political transition have failed in the country. 


He said government's failure to heed the call for 
democracy will force the populace to speak the language 
of violence as displayed by armed forces recently. 


This was contained in a letter addressed to the Prime 
Minister, Prince Mbilini yesterday. 


And Mr Tsababze has warned that SWAYOCO is 
capable of engaging government in an armed struggle 
if need be. 
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He accused the Premier of having ordered armed forces 
in the country to shoot, assault, harass, humiliate, 
inumidate and detain defenceless citizens who are 
exercising thei freedoms. 


“You preach peace for convenience whereas you well 
know that is not the language of your government. 


“Your Deputy, Dr. Sishayi Nxumalo, whether inteation- 
ally or negligently, disclosed about a month ago that 
should the workers and teachers engage in a mass stay- 
away, your government's response would be to unleash 
the police and the USDF (army) on the detenceless 
masses. 

“Now that SFTU [Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions] and SNAT [Swaziland National Association 
of Teachers} have unequivocally resolved to engage in 
a Mass Stay-away, your response has been to surimon 
by command all members of the police force for 
the contemplated combat. What a shaw > Mr Pnme 
Minister. 


“Mr Prime Minister, be informed that it takes two to 
tango. Obviously casualties are expected from either 
sides but the magnitude would be different. 


“To tell you this once Mr Prime Minister, we are not 
afraid of your armed forces, we are only concerned with 
the consequences. 


“Time has come when your tiresponsible decisions have 
to be reversed by action 


“We are capable Mr Prime Minister, of engaging your 
government in an armed struggle but, reason and logic 
dictated that we should first explore in a revolutionary 
fashion, the terrain of peacefu! transition, which has 
been in vain,” Mr Tsabedze said. 


There wa* %© immediate comment from the Premier. 


Swaziland: King Mswati's Political Career Said 
‘On the Line’ 


MB2201083196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 21 Jan 96 p Jl 


[Political News Analysis by Bheki Makhubu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Tomorrow could be the begin- 
ming of a turning point in the country’s politics. The 
umon, SFTU [Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions} 
and government have finally come to their final clash 


On this page, yours truly has time and again pointed out 
that it is not healthy for the King to be part -f Politics, 
because he invariably will be in the line of tue when the 
mud-slinging starts. Yours truly has since been labelled 
insolent to the monarch, a point that is so far from the 
truth as the sky ‘s to earth 
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One thing is certain about what 1s to happen tomorrow, 
it is that whatever differences Jan Suthole and Pnnce 
Mbulini have, the King is in trouble, poliucally speaking. 


The King’s political life is on the line here. As the 
number one politician, he has the heavy task of sorting 
out the mess this country will find itself in. 


There is no way he can ask Mbilini do it for him, 
because the Prime Minister has failed, and it has been 
shown that he commands no respect ai all from the 
populace. 


If, on the other hand, Mbilini decides to use force, 
as he has so proudly boasted he will once there is 
confrontation. he will put the King on the line, and 
confirm what many people have said — that our King 
is a tin-pot dictator running this counuy like his own 
fietdom. 


Yet, had the King been constitutional, he would be 
sitting pretty without as much worry as he does now. 


The King has only one choice now. He must fire 
Mbuilini, or alternatively, dissolve the government and 
begin a process that 1s more democratic than the one 
started in 1993. 


Knowing the way things are run in this country, it is 
mosi unlikely that this will happen. Confrontauon seems 
to he the only alternative our government will take, 
risking the reputation of the monarch. 


The unions want the system of government to chat.ge 
and there is no turning back now. 


Government until yesterday, had been trying to find 
a solution to the union problem. Unfortunately for 
Shabangu, whatever the soluuon, 1 cannot be found 
among government, employers and union. The solution 
must come from the King himself. The King now faces 
the biggest test of his 10-year reign, to seek a peaceful 
solution to the problem this country finds itself in. 


Parliament has suddenly realised there is a problem, 
and has convened a joint sitting of both Houses today. 
Rather late in the day, I dare say. 


The argument that 70% of the population which lives 
in the rural areas 1s happy with the status quo no longer 
holds water 


Those more enlightened and living in the urban areas, 
though small in number, have seen the Tinkhundla 
system for what it 1s and want it done away with. 


The problem with this country 1s Giat it has been run in a 
manner of exploiting the ignorance of the masses. King 
Sobhuza Il, when banning political activity in 1973, 
exploited the immaturity of the people of Swaziland 
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He was lucky then that even the few who lived in the 
urban areas were still as immature as those in the rural 
areas. He killed political growth in the country and today 
what we afe seeing is immature political play from both 
sides. 


The difference today, is that the people now know what 
they want, all that is needed is that they be educated on 
how to go about getting it. 


Tomorrow government and the unions go to court to 
establish the legality of the stay-away. That is a waste 
of time, unless Government wants to justify the brutality 
that may be brought on the people. 


As the political game stands now, there is only one rule 
— there are no rules. It is characterised by the politcal 
immaturity we find ourselves in, thanks to King Sobhuza 
Il in 1973. 


The powers that be only have themselves to blame 
for what is happening. Had political growth not been 
stunted, we would be arguing more tangible facts today 
on the status quo. Both sides would have something to 
talk about at a very high level of political understanding. 


One of the biggest questions askej today is if you 
remove those in power now whe will take over. The 
answer to that is not hard to fing. Remove all political 
barriers and they will rise, men of high intelligence who 
have a purpose in what they do and say. 


Unfortunately, over the years, the present system has 
tended to swallow all those rising stars in a bid to 


suppress poliucal progress. 


Two people come to mind, immediately. Obed Diamini 
and Albert Shabangu. Obed on the other hand pulled off 
his greatest political coup when he recruited Shabangu 
into his stable as a Cabinet Minister in 1992. [sentence 


as published] 


At the time, Shabangu was growing politically, a man of 
high intelligence if | should give him that much. Today 
he is faced with those he once led and because of his 
obligation to the system has to defend the status quo. 


Throughout the week, many people have said that they 
do not understand what Shabangu is doing because he 1s 


the one who taught them what a strike is. The generation 
that was at school during the ‘70s remember Shabangu 
leading one of the biggest teachers’ strikes since 1968. 
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Swazi Parliame:.t Appeals to Workers Not To 
Strike 


MB2201083496 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 21 Jan 96 pp 1-2 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Parliament has appealed to the 
public to shun the workers mass stay-away scheduled 
for today. At an historic Sunday joint sitting of the 
houses of Parliament it was resolved that the mass stay- 
away is illegal and that all parties involved should go 
back to the negotiation table. 


The mass stay-away has been called by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) to press govern- 
ment to address the remainder of the popular 27 de- 
mands. 


Parliament issued the statement through former Prime 
Minister Senator Obed Dlamini, Senator Dr Phetsile 
Diamini and Khubuta MP, Mr Phillip Diamin: on 
television last night. “The mass stay-away should not 
go on tomorrow. Parliament has found that the matter 
should better be resolved at table,” said Dr Pheitsile 
Dlamini. 

She said Parliament believed that a number of people. 
especially innocent individuals, may be injured during 
the strike and that the economy of the country will be 
destroyed. 


However, Parliament appealed for peace and respect of 
the rights of others who may want to co to work 1n the 
event that the strike goes ahead. 


Senator Obed Dlamini said the mass stay-away will 
cause injuries to civilians, noting that such will create 
unnecessary animosity which could have been avoided 
if the issues were discussed at table. He expressed 
concern that the SFTU has refused to negotuate with 
government in the matter. 


The SFTU boycotted a meeting called by government 
in a bid to avert the proposed strike. The meeting was 
held at Mountain Inn in Mbabane on Saturday. 


It was attended by a government team led by Deputy 
Prime Minister Dr Sishayi Nxumalo, representatives 
of the Swaziland Federation of Labour (SFL) and the 
Federation of Swaziland Employers (FSE). 


In a statement yesterday, chairman of the negotiations 
team, Dr Nxumalo blasted the SFTU for failing to 
honour the meeting, adding that it appears that the 
Organisation has a secret agenda. 


SFTU officials, including Mr Jan S:thole. were being 
hunted by government officials the whole w*ckend 1n a 
bid to induce them to come to negotiate. 
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Dr Nxumalo was appealing up unui late afternoon 
yesterday for the SFTU to come to the negotiation table. 


Mr Sithole said the strike is going on as scheduled today. 


Swaziland: Industrial Relations Bill Signed; Mass 
Strike Made Illegal 


MB2201083896 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 22 Jan 96 pl 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty King Mswati Ill 
has assented to the controversial Industrial Relations 
Bill which was passed with amendments by Parliament. 
This means that the controversial Bill is now law and 
those who will break it are liable to prosecution. 


The House of Senate passed the Bill last year but it had 
not received royal assent from the King. 


The Bill which seeks among other things to make 
it a crime for a federation to call a mass Stay-away 
Or meeting has been the centre of controversy with 
unions and employers calling for its return to the Labour 
Advisory Board (LAB) for further discussions. 


Upon conviction, a federation may be sentenced to a 
fine of ES,000 [emalangeni] or 5 years in prison. 


According to the Attorney General, Mr Sipho Zwane, 
the law is already in operation. 


Swaziland: Government Urges Union To Return to 
Talks 


MB2201083696 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 22 Jan 96 pp 1-2 


{Report by Pat Jele] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Government yesterday made 
an urgent appeal to the executive of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) to avail itself for 
fresh negotiations in a bid to avert today’s mass stay- 
away. 


The appeal was made yesterday by Deputy Prime 
Minister, Dr Sishayi Nxumalo who is head of the 
government team to the Tripartite Forum which was 
sitting at the Mountain Inn Hotel over the weekend. 


The forum included the Federation of Swaziland Em- 
ployers (PSE), Swaziland Federation of Labour (SFL) 
and government officials. However the meeting was not 
a success because of the absence of the SFTU represen- 
latives. 


Dr Nxumailo said it had been hoped that the forum 
would include delegates from the SFTU as per his 
invitation to all four parties. He said the forum wished 


FBIS-AFR-96-015 
23 January 1996 


to place it in record that it is still available and will re- 
convene as soon as the SFTU is available to participate. 
“The forum realises that it is incomplete without the 
SFTU and thus appeals to-the SFTU to come to the 
table to complete the equation. 


“The forum would also like to request that in the event 
‘he mass stay-away goes ahead, all the parties must 
conduct themselves in a responsible manner. 


“The forum considers such behaviour as fundamental if 
lives and a measure of the country’s well being should 
be maintained properly and the rights of other members 
of the public would be respected,” Dr Nxumalo said. 


Demonstrators Protest Ban on Political Parties in 
Mbabane 


MB2201152096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1345 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE Jan 22 SAPA 
— Swaziland police and troops on Monday sealed all 
roads leading into Mbabane and Manzini, apparently to 
minimise disruption by pro-democracy protesters. 


The protesters, including hawkers [street vendors] and 
members of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
and teaching and student bodies, took to the streets 
to demand the unbanning of political parties and the 
insutution of democracy, African Eye News Service 
reported. 


A national strike walled by the Federation was under 
way. The government filed a high court motion in 
Mbabane on Friday to have the strike declared unlawful, 
but it was refused by [word indistinct] Jusuce Ben Dunn, 
who ruled it too vague. The government lodged the 
application again on Monday, but no ruling had been 
made by lpm. 


Elsewhere in Swaziland heavily armed troops patrolled 
roads in armoured vehicles. There was a strong police 
presence in public places. No violence had been re- 
ported. Police Commissioner Edgar Hillary reportedly 
ordered police not to arrest protesters unless they van- 
dalised state property. 


Although the strike and marches were staged in conjunc- 
tion with the People’s United Democratic Movement to 
call for democracy, teachers took advantage of the situa- 
tion to push for a 10.5 percent pay raise. Their demands 
are supported by pupil bodies, which have refused to re- 
turn to school this year. Swaziland schools will reopen 
only on January 30, because of the disruptions. 


Squatter bodies also took part in Monday morning's 
marches, to demonstrate against a recent clamp-down 
on illegal setdements 
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Street vendors were continuing their two-week anti- 
government protest, demanding equal trading rights in 
Mbabane and Manzini. Government inspectors earlier 
banned vendors from the two town’s streets. 


Prime Minister Prince Mbilini Dlamini addressed the 
kingdom on state radio. He appealed to the labour 
federation to meet the government for a fresh round 
of negotiations. The Federation boycotted three earlier 
meetings with government representatives this weekend. 


The union on Monday said the strikes would end once 
the government had agreed to 27 demands which would 
creat a multiparty system in Swaziland. 


Government Declares Mass Strike ‘Boycott’ 


MB2301053396 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1700 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The government in an ex- 
traordinary gazette has declared the mass stayaway by 
the SFTU [Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions} as a 
boycott. Government attorney Mr. John Magagula says 
the prime minister, Prince Mbilini, has signed a Legal 
Notice No. 11 of 1996 under Public Order Act 1963. He 
said this in court in an action brought by government in 
a bid to end the stayaway. High Court judge, Justice Ben 
Dunn, accepted the legal notice designating the SFTU 
mass stayaway as boycott, but granted SFTU attorney 
Mr. Peter Dunseith leave to appeal this designation. The 
same gazette was also extended to the Swaziland Na- 
tional Association of Teachers, SNAT, strike beginning 
tomorrow. The gazette is dated Friday, 19 January. 


Meanwhile, government has withdrawn its bid to end 
the strike action by workers today, and instead issued 
a gazette that all but blessed the mass stayaway. 
Government attorney Mr. Magagula said government 
was withdrawing her earlier application to declare the 
mass Stayaway illegal. On the other hand, Mr. Dunseith 
asked the court to let government foot the legal costs 
for the case in which the SFTU is a respondent. 


Government has withdrawn her papers from the High 
Court .» which she was requesting that a mass stayaway 
called by the SFTU be declared illegal. The reason is 
that the Industrial Relations Act, which has taken long 
to debate in Parliament is now in force. Secondly, the 
Prime Minister's Public Order is also in force. Both 
instruments have been put into force to help the country 
retain its peace in the wake of a mass stayaway which 
has been found to be without direction since the issues 
argued by the Federation of Trade Unions are being 
dealt with, some of which are already finished and 
in force. Government also announced that following 
the effectiveness of the Industrial Relations Act and 
the Public Order, tomorrow buses will on the roads 
and shops will be doing business as usual. Security 
will Se provided throughout the counuy for buses and 
businesses. 
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Government has also set up a public relations committee 
to inform the public specifically on matters pertaining 
to the mass stayaway which started today. The commit- 
tee is chaired by Broadcasting Principal Secretary [PS] 
Mr.Richard Tshabalala and included Mbuso Dlamini, 
PS housing; Elias Mkhonta, PS justice; Noah Nkam- 
bule, PS in the Ministry of Agriculture. All questions 
pertaining to the mass stayaway will be directed to them. 
The office of the government spokesman will be spared 
questions pertaining to the talks about the mass Stay- 
away. Other questions pertaining to government policy 
can be directed to the office of government spokesman, 
but not on issues pertaining to the stayaway. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, the mass stayaway by workers which began 
this morning has left a number of businesses damaged 
in Manzini. An SBS [Swaziland Broadcasting Services] 
journalist says the strikers went wild later this afternoon 
and smashed windows at businesses such as the Stan- 
dard Chartered Bank, Swaziland Building Society, Price 
and Pride, Spar, and many other businesses. 


Swazi Trade Unions Reject Government Call for 
New Negotiations 


MB2301074996 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 23 Jan 96 p 3 


[Report by Pat Jele] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions (SFTU) yesterday turned down an appeal 
by government to urgently attend fresh negotiations 
aimed at addressing the workers grievances. 


The SFTU's Assistant Secretary General, Mr Jabu 
Nxumalo yesterday said government negouates in bad 
faith at all times whenever there is a dispute. He 
said during talks to avert the mass stayaway which 
Started yesterday, government went behind their backs 
to arrange for a court order restraining the strike while 
they were in a negotiating forum. 


“It is government who opted to negotiate at the High 
Court and we are not objecting to that though it was a 
decision taken behind our backs. 


“We are therefore surprised to learn that we are again 
being called to a different negotation forum than the 
High Court. 


“Under these circumstances, the appeal by government 
calling us to a Tripartite Forum is hereby dismissed 
unul a court verdict in respect of the application by 
government is announced,” Mr. Nxumalo explained. 


Deputy Pnme Minister, Dr Sishay: Nxumalo last week 
invited the SFTU, the Federation of Swaziland Em- 
ployers (FSE) and the Swaziland Federation of Labour 
(SFL) to a Tripartite Forum negotiations scheduled for 
the Mountain Inn Hotel last Saturday (20 January} but 
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SFTU shunned it. They were later reported to have gone 
into hiding in fear of being arrested. 


Yesterday, Mr Nxumalo resurfaced and said: "We had 
not gone into hiding but making plans to deal with the 
government in order for it to listen to our cries.” 


Swazi Government Allegedly Fails To Prove King 
Approved Bill 


MB2301075096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 23 Jan 96 p 3 


{Report by Phiwokwakhe Ngidi] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE — The assistant 
Attorney General, John Magagula, yesterday failed to 
supply the High Court with proof that His Majesty 
King Mswati III had assented to the Industrial Relations 
amendment Bill 1995. 


A report was carned by the SWAZI OBSERVER 
yesterday to the effect that the King has already signed 
the Bill, thus making it law. 


The law states that a federation cannot call a mass stay- 
away. If it does call it, it is liable to a fine not exceeding 
E5,000 [emalangeni] or a term of imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding five years. 


At the High Court yesterday, SFTU [Swaziland Federa- 
uon of Trade Unions} lawyer Peter Dunseith, asked for 
clarification from Magagula as to which law was be- 
ing used in the urgent application against the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 


“Would you clarify to the court which law we are 
using im this matter between the Industrial Relations 
act 1982 and the Industrial Relations amendment Bill 
1995." Magagula said it was the 1995 bill. at which 
point Dunseith asked for a gazette showing that the King 
had given his assent to the bill. 


Magagula asked for an adjournment to go and get the 
gazette. 


The acting Chief Justice, Ben Dunn obliged him and 
adjourned the case unul [words indistinct] at 11:00 a.m. 
Magagula was nowhere to the seen. 


SFTU leaders, Richard Nxumalo the president and Jan 
Sithole the secretary general were informed that the 
matter would be heard at 2:00 p.m. Magagula only 
arrived at the High Court at 3:30 p.m. All he did was to 
announce that government was withdrawing her urgent 
application because of the coming to force of Legal 
Notices No 10 and 11. The two notices declare the strike 
planned by teachers and the mass stayaway called by the 
SFTU as a boycott. 


Magagula failed to produce evidence to show that His 
Majesty King Mswati IIl had indeed assented to the 
Industrial Relations amendment Bill 1995. 
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Swazi Labor Federation Protests Arrests by 
Withdrawing From Talks 


MB2301075196 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 23 Jan 96 p 3 


[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Swaziland Federation of 
Labour (SFL) has withdrawn from the negotiation table 
with government until the executive of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) is released from 
custody. 


And the SFTU affiliates have declared the" the national 
mass Stayaway will continue until union executives have 
been released. 


The crested leaders include SFTU President, Mr 
Richard Nxumalo, Secretary General, Mr Jan Sithole 
and his Assistant, Mr Jabulani Nxumalo. 


SFL Secretary General, Mr Vincent Ncongwane ex- 
pressed shock and disappointment over the arrest of the 
SFTU executives yesterday. 


"The applicauon to the High Court, coupled with 
the Public Order Gazette against the stayaway while 
negouations were underway serves to undermine the 
process. “The federation doubts that this action in 
anyway contributed in the search for a soluuon and 
sees this as worsening the situation. [quotation marks 
as published] 


“In the circumstances, the federation wishes to announce 
its withdrawal trom the negotiation forum, and calls 
upon government to release the arrested leaders and 
engage in serious negotiations to bring the country back 
in a normal situation,” Mr Ncongwane said. 


He viewed the arrest of the union executives as fueling 
the already burning country. 


Meanwhile, the decision by SFTU affiliates to continue 
with the mass stayaway was reached at an evening 
meeting yesterday in Manzini. 


A representauve of the affiliates, Mr Dumisani Dlamini 
called for workers solidanty in a bid to press for the 
release of the union executives. “The stayaway will 
continue until they are released. And their release from 
custody does not guarantee an end to the mass stayaway. 
It will continue untl workers demands are met by 
government,” Mr Diamini said. 


Police Use Tear Gas Against Protesters in 
Mbabane, Manzini 


MB2301081696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English O800 GMT 23 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The police have fired tear 
gas at striking workers in Mbabane as Swaziland's 
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nationwide pro-democracy slayaway enters its second 
day. The stayaway was called by trade unions and 
student organizations who are calling for an end to 
Swaziland’s absolute monarchy. 


Protesting workers gathered at a taxi rank in the 
capital, Mbabane, but were dispersed by police. They 
baton-charged the protesters to prevent further illegal 
gathering. No injuries have been reporied so far. Road 
blocks have been set up at entrances to Mbabane and 
cars and buses are being searched. A group of protesters 
in the capital is also reported to be stoning passing cars. 
An SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation! 
vehicle was also hit. Protesters, who set fire to tires 
to prevent traffic from entering Manzini were also 


dispersed by policemen using tear gas. 


‘Violent Clashes’ Reported in 2d Day of Swaziland 
National Strike 


MB2301092096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0911 GMT 23 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE Jan 23 SAPA 
— A strike called by Swaziland’s Federation of Trade 
Unions ([SFTU] entered its second day on Tuesday with 
reports of violent clashes between demonstrators and the 
police and army. 


Swaziland Youth Congress [Swayoco] president Bene- 
dict Tsabedze said six people had been admitted to 
Nazarene hospital in Manzini after police fired tear- 
gas on a protest in the town on Tuesday. The president 
of Swaziland's largest political movement, the People’s 
United Democratic Movement [Pudemo], Kislon Shon- 
gwe, told SAPA the police and army had opened fire on 
Otesters in Mbabane with teargas and rubber bullets. 
final number of injured had not been ascertained 
because many of the people had gone into hiding, he 
said. 


The Swaziland Fi deration of Trade Unions and other 
pro-democracy groups, including Pudemo and Swayoco, 
called the indefinite general strike to demand an end to 
the absolute monarchy established with the banning of 
political parties in 1972. 


Tsabedze said Pudemo and Swayoco were open to ne- 
gotiations with the government, but certain precondi- 
tions had to be met, including the unbanning of politi- 
cal parties and the lifting of a state of emergency. In the 
meantime non-violent demonstrations and action would 
continue, he said. 


appealed to the international community to 
“exclude Swaziland from certain transactions” for as 
long as free political activity was banned. He feared 
violent action by the police would breed more violence. 
Shongwe said Pudemo leaders were aware they could 
be arrested at any time, following the arrest of three 
SFTU leaders on Monday. 
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2 Police Officers Reportedly Shot by Mbabane 
Demonstrators 


MB2301124396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1235 GMT 23 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE Jan 23 SAPA — 
Violence erupted in the Swaziland capital Mbabane on 
Tue: .), the second day of a national strike called 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU}, 
when police and demonstrators clashed. 


About 50 police with batons, rifles and teargas dis- 
persed about 300 members of the federation and politi- 
cal groups who were demonstrating at the city bus termi- 
nus about 8am. After several warnings the demonstra- 
tors were assembling unlawfully, the police advanced 
towards about 50 protesters sull defying police instruc- 
tions. The protesters stoned police, who waded into 
them with batons, making them flee in all directions. 


As they fled through the adjacent Swazi Plaza shopping 
complex and into the city streets, the police chased 
them, firing teargas and stun grenades. The operation 
conunued with lorry-loads of riot police and police vans 
moving through the town and suburbs and townships in 
the surrounding hills, where many of the demonstrators 
were seen running. 


Police Supt Azariah Ndzimandze, who was in charge 
of the operation, told a SAPA correspondent two police 
officers had been shot and critically wounded by one or 
more of the fleeing demonstrators. He said police had 
been forced to disperse the demonstrators, but had not 
used live or rubber bullets. 


Armed police were continuing to patrol Mbabane city 
centre and suburbs to ensure lav. -abiding citizens could 
continue their business without harassment, he said. The 
Transport Ministry on Tuesday said all bus and taxi 
transport had heen suspended throughout the country 
pending resolution of the strike. 


Meanwhile, members of the SFTU and human mnghts 
officials waited for several hours outside the Swaziland 
high court in Mbabane for news of the whereabouts and 
time of a court appearance by three SFTU top officials, 
Richard Nxumalo, Jan Sithole and Jabulani Nxumalo, 
who were arrested on Monday night. 


The lawyer representing the three, Paul Shilubane, told 
SAPA he doubted whether there would be a tnal at 
all. He said the three were being charged with public 
violence and could therefore be detained without being 
tned. Shilubane said he had not seen the three since their 
arrest, but they were apparently being held at Maliba 
near Mbabane. He said his partner had been told he 
could see them, and had left for Maliba about 2pm. 
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Liberia: UN Official Says Cease-Fire Violations Switzerland Endorses Nigeria’s Transition 

Threaten Peace Committees 

AB2301115396 Paris AFP in English AB2201181696 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 

1038 GMT 23 Jan 96 1700 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Monrovia, 23 Jan (AFP) — 
UN special representative to Liberia, Anthony Nyakyi, 
has warned that continuous ceasefire violations in Bomi, 
Grand Cape Mount and Montserrado Counties posed a 
threat to the Liberian peace process. 


In a statement issued late Monday (22 January}, Nyakyi 
warned of “serious consequences” if another war broke 
out in the West African nation. “Liberians may find their 
country again engulfed in another wave of protracted 
hostilities with greater consequences if current ceasefire 
and human rights violations in Bomi, Grand Cape 
Mount and Todee are not stopped.” 


He expressed concern about the plight of civilians 
who, he said, “have fallen victim of the recent spiral 
of violence.” “I am even more concerned over the 
threats that these attacks pose to the entire peace 
process,” Nyakyi said. He said “the past three weeks 
of increasing violence against civilians in Bomi and 
Grand Cape Mount Counties have forced thousands of 
unarmed civilians from homes in Tubmanburg, Klay, 
Robertsport, Gobah town and other towns and villages.” 


The UN envoy urged the government and faction leaders 
and all concerned Liberians “to spare no effort in 
stopping the violence, and in averting the danger it 
entails for the quest for peace in the country.” He 
also called on combatants to respect the fundamental 
rights of their fellow Liberians and to refrain “from all 
actions which violate the universally recognized right to 
security of the person and property.” 


Nyakyi said under the mandate of the UN Security 
Council resolutioa, the UN Observer Mission in Liberia, 
UNOMIL, “actively participated in the endeavours for 
dealing with the recent unfortunate developments and 
shall continue to monitor, investigate and report on 
human nights and ceasefire violations.” 


Fighting flared up in Tubmanburg, Bomi County, and 
lasted for nine days when fighters of the Krahn wing 
of the United Liberation Movement [for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson}], ULIMO-J, attacked African peace- 
keepers deployed there on December 28 last year. The 
guerrillas later went on the rampage against civilians in 
Grand Cape Mount County, before again attacking posi- 
tions of the peacekeepers in Todee, upper Montserrado 
County’. 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Swiss Government has en- 
dorsed Nigeria's inauguration of six transition commit- 
tees and the release of political detainees. It describes 
the action as a positive step in the transition to civil rule. 
Against this background, Switzerland is now ready to 
hold dialogue with the Federal Government to facilitate 
smooth and orderly transition to democracy in Nigeria. 


The Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also asked 
the Federal Government to approve the quick return 
of its ambassador to Nigeria. He was among the 
European Union ambassadors who were temporarily 
withdrawn from Nigeria last year. Already the British, 
Italian, and Belgian envoys have since returned to their 
ambassadorial posts. 


Nigeria: Government Reportedly Recommits To 
Hand Over Power 


AB2001201096 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1900 GMT 20 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Military Govern- 
ment has again reiterated its commitment to hand over 
power to a democratically elected civilian government 
in 1998. The general officer commanding 1 Mechanized 
Division, Nigerian Army, Brigadier General Ahmed Ab- 
dullahi, gave the assurance at the annual end of game 
of the Army year, Wasa, in Kaduna. 


Brig. Gen. Abdullahi stated that realistic measures and 
timing of various activities toward a smooth and suc- 
cessful handover have been carefully worked out to 
make the exercise unique from previous transitional pro- 
grams. The general officer expressed concern over the 
actions of some Western World countries in collabora- 
tion with certain disgruntled Nigerians who have been 
calling for sanctions against the country. 


Also speaking, the guest of honor and the commandant, 
Nigerian Army (?Reference Hospital), Kaduna, Colonel 
(John Tlafi), emphasized loyalty, dedication, and disci- 
pline as basic ingredients of good soldiery. Highlights 
of the occasion included traditional dancing, drama, and 
presentation of prizes and gifts. 
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Nigeria: Abiola’s Wife Attacks Muslim Leaders for 
Silence 


AB2201160596 Paris AFP in English 
1337 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, Jan 22 (AFP) — The 
wife of jailed Nigerian opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola has attacked the country’s Islamic leaders for 
failing to speak out against injustice under military rule, 
press reports said Monday. 


Kudiratu Abiola, speaking here Sunday to mark the 
beginning of the holy fasting month of Ramadan, said 
that Nigerian Christian clerics were outspoken, but “our 
Moslem leaders are timid and weak in their admonitions 
against injustice”. 

The lecture was approved by her detained husband, the 
presumed winner of presidential elections held in June 
1993 and then voided by the military. Chief Abiola 
was arrested and charged with treason a year later for 
declaring himself head of state on the strength of the 


poll. 


"I only hope that our Moslem leaders are not sending 
Out wrong signals that Islam condones injustice,” his 
wife said, according to the reports. 


She called the attention of her audience to a warning 
from Allah in the Koran that when God's punishment 
comes on a nation, both the guilty and the innocent 
will suffer, except those who speak out loudly against 
injustice. 

Kudiratu Abiola urged junta leader General Sani Abacha 
to use the spirit of Ramadan to release her husband and 
other political detainees, in order to put the nation on 
the path of reconciliation, the reports added. 


Nigeria: FINANCIAL TIMES Correspondent’s 
Trial Adjourned 

AB2301112996 Paris AFP in English 

0115 GMT 23 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, 23 Jan (AFP) — The 
trial of FINANCIAL TIMES correspondent in Nigeria, 
Paul Adams, scheduled to begin Monday (22 January} 
in Port Harcourt, capital of Rivers State in the south, has 
been adjourned to February 26, judiciary sources said. 


Paul Adams, was granted bail on January 11 by a magis- 
trate’s court in Port Harcourt where he was charged with 
possession of “seditious” documents, exactly a week af- 
ter being arrested and detained by security agents. The 
trial was then set for January 22. 


In court Monday, the prosecution asked for an adjourn- 
ment to enable it to consult with the office of the 
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Attorney-General of Rivers State on the trial, said the 
sources. 


Paul Adams, a British national, born in Nigeria, was 
arrested on January 4 at Kpor, a village, near Bori, one 
of the major towns of the Ogoni people where a rally 
to mark “Ogoni Day" had been organised. 


It was the first public rally by the Ogoni since last 
November 10 when the president of the Movement for 
the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, and eight of his companions were executed by 
hanging. The rally was declared illegal by the authorities 
who sent soldiers and policemen to disrupt it. Paul 
Adams returned Monday to his base in Lagos after his 
appearance at the court. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leonean Rebels Agree To Dialogue With 
Military Cuuncil 

AB2201 163696 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 22 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The reconstituted military 
council in Sierra Leone has been kept waiting for 
a reaction from Foday Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels to Captain Strasser’s overthrow last 
Tuesday [16 January]. In his first speech after taking 
power, the new NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] leader, Brigadier General Bio, appealed to 
the RUF to come out of the bush and talk without 
preconditions. Well, today the RUF came out with their 
first response. On the line to Danane [Cote d'Ivoire], 
Josephine Hazely asked the rebel spokesman, Faya 
Musa, what he made of the government's offer: 


[Begin recording] [Musa] The (?whole) council, the 
combatants, and all civilians in the (7RUF-SL) have 
agreed now to meet and to have dialogue with the NPRC 
military administration, anytime, anywhere convenient, 
and as determined by the two parties. 


{Hazely] Does that mean you have now dropped all 
previous conditions you had? 


{Musa} The idea of having previous conditions before 
having dialogue with the NPRC has been dropped. 


{Hazely] How soon do you think you will get round the 
conference table? 


[Musa] We have decided to contact the NPRC through 
the head of the NPRC, Julius Maada Bio. When we 
contact him, you will hear from the two parties very, 


very soon. 
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{Hazely} [Question indistinct}. 


{Musa} We are sure that the problems of Sierra Leone 
are about to be over. They are about to be over. 


{Hazely] Now, what about the elections? They are slated 
for 26 February — that’s just about a month or so away. 
Are you going to support them going ahead, or are you 
calling for them to be postponed? 


{Musa} Yes, we want elections to be postponed until 
we restore peace in Sierra Leone, which is the pri- 
mary....[pauses] That is the primary issue now. Peace 
and security are the primary issues now. That is what 
we stand for at the moment. We want the elections to be 
postponed so that we can have time to restore peace in 
the country, to make sense, because if elections come 
now, the government that is coming in will definitely 
have problems again because we have not come to terms 


yet. 


{Hazely} Why do you find it possible to want to talk 
peace with Maada Bio, but couldn't do so with the 
previous military head of state, Strasser? What is the 
difference between the two governments, quickly? 


[Musa] The difference between the two governments 
is that when Strasser took power in 29 April 1992, 
we extended an olive branch to him, which he did not 
accept, but in the case of Julius Maada Bio, he himself 
has offered to have dialogue with the RUF anywhere, 
anytime. This means he has recognition for our opinion. 
He has regard for the opinion of the people of the RUF. 


{Hazely} Do you think Maada Bio has offered to talk 
to you in the RUF for purely personal reasons, because 
you abducted his sister some time ago? 


[Musa] In the first place, his sister was not abducted, 
she was rather conscientized [as heard} Herself and her 
husband were conscientized, after which they decided 
to join the struggle for the liberation of Sierra Leone, 
and they are dedicated citizens of Sierra Leone and 
committed to the liberation of Sierra Leone. Maada Bio 
is not reacting this way because he wants to have his 
sister out of here, or he is addressing himself to the issue 
of peace in Sierra Leone because his sister is with us. 
That is not the reason. Maada Bio is simply a patriot, 
just like Foday Sankoh is. He is simply a patriot and 
we honor that. We respect that one. That is why we 
don’t hesitate at all to have dialogue with the NPRC 
anywhere, anytime. [end recording] 
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Sierra Leone: Government Lifts Six-Day-Old 
Curfew 


AB2301111796 Paris AFP in English 
1105 GMT 23 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, 23 Jan (AFP) 
— Sierra Leone's new military rulers on Tuesday [23 
January} announced a lifting of the six-day-old curfew 
they had imposed in the wake of the coup that ousted 
Captain Valentine Strasser. 


Strasser, now in forced exile in Guinea, was overthrown 
last Tuesday by colleagues in the military junta that has 
governed this small West African country since a group 
of Army officers led by Strasser staged a coup d'etat in 
1992. Strasser was replaced by Brigadier Julius Maada 
Bio in what was described here as a “palace coup.” 
[passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, West African diplomats said Tuesday that a 
"high degree of hope” now prevails in Sierra Leone after 
rebels of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), who 
have been waging a civil war for five years, on Monday 
announced they had “withdrawn” all preconditions for 
talks with the new government. [passage omitted] 


A senior government official said Tuesday that the 
“olive branch is welcomed", but declined to comment 
further apart from adding that “we are also prepared 
to provide documents to facilitate the travelling of any 
RUF group to any country for talks". 


African and western diplomats hailed the RUF move as 
a “great relief’ a‘id called the statement “a concession 
which if maintained can see peace within weeks”. 


Electoral officials said they were studying the RUF's 
call for the elections due on February 26 to be postponed 
until the “primary issue” of restoring peace had been 
achieved. [passage omitted] 


In a related development, local journalists in Bo in 
the south reported Tuesday that commercial vehicles 
Carrying consumer goods to the interior were plying 
the strategic Mile 91 highway without being attacked. 
“Over 300 vehicles as well as taxis and private cars have 
arrived in Bo within the past three days unescorted,” 
one radio journalist said in a telephone interview. “Their 
arrival has greatly reduced the possible starvation [)) at 
was Creeping in and prices of most goods including rice, 
cassava and yam have dropped,” he said. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Sierra Leone: Election Chairman Not To Postpone 
Elections 


AB2201194096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Sierra Leone's new military 
rulers have handed over the crucial decision on when 
the elections should be held to James Jonah, chairman 
of the Interim National Elections Committee, INEC. But 
as you've heard, the RUF (Revolutionary United Front} 
are Calling for a postponement in view of the changes 
in the government in Freetown. On the line, Josephine 
Hazely asked Mr. Jonah if he thought the elections could 
still take place on 26 February: 


[Begin recording} [Jonah] Yes, INEC will have to make 
the determination, but we will do this only after full 
consultation with all the political leaders. This has been 
a standard practice of INEC, to consult fully with the 
political parties and also with civic society groups. 


{Hazely] Shall I deduce here that the elections might be 
postponed? 


{Jonah} No, I doubt it. I’ve just right now got off the 
phone from one of the political leaders. Previously, 
two of them have contacted me and they have made 
it absolutely clear that they will not tolerate any 
postponement of the election date — 26 February. 


{Hazely} But it doesn’t depend on them, though. What 
about the money, the finances, to carry on with this 


operation? 


{Jonah} That is another matter. That is another matter, 
and I'm very glad you raised it, because we in INEC 
are really flabbergasted. We have been doing everything 
possible but we haven't got a funding and, frankly 
speaking, you cannot hold free and fair elections in 
Sierra Leone without adequate funding, and we are now 
in the process of talking with the donors to clarify this 
point. Already, we have seen the adverse effect of lack 
of funding on the registration, in terms of the registration 
cards which were given to those who have registered. 
If we had the money, we would have had a better 
registration card, which is laminated with photograph. 
So we afe telling them now unmistakably that, unless 
we can get adequate funding, we cannot guarantee free 
and fair elections on 26 February. The money is the 
energy for elections. We don’t have it. If we have the 
money not too late, within the next 10 days, then we 
can indeed have free and fair elections in Sierra Leone. 


{Hazely] But another obstacle on your way is that the 
RUF today told us that they are now ready to talk to 
the new administration in Sierra Leone, and that they 
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would like the elections postponed while these talks are 
in place. So, there you go. 


{Jon Well, this has also been discussed with the 
political parties and with other civic society groups. The 
feeling is growing among these groups, the parties and 
these groups, that the RUF is playing a game. The RUF 
had adequate opportunity to enter the fray and it has 
not done that, and there is a feeling and a suspicion that 
the RUF is to enter into a trick of postponing elections 
without proper commitment to peaceful settlement. Just 
merely today.... [pauses] To say we are going to discuss 
with the government is not enough! [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Party Congress Secretary on 
Upcoming Elections 

AB2201102296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Sierra Leone's aspiring politi- 
cians had a bit of a fright last Tuesday [16 January] 
when Captain Strasser was replaced by his deputy as 
head of the military government but the new leader, 
Brigadier General Maada Bio, says next month's elec- 
tions will go aliead as planned. The election is be- 
ing seen as a three-way fight between the National 
Unity Party [NUP], whose presidential candidate, John 
Karimu, was Sierra Leone’s finance minister unul last 
week, and two opposition coalitions. Now, the former 
ruling party, the APC [All-People’s Congress] will be 
fighting the elecuon as members of a four-party coali- 
tion, and the APC secretary general, Eddie Turay, is 
passing through London. When he came into our studio 
earlier, Richard Lee, asked him if Tuesday's coup had 
affected their electoral strategy in any way. 


{Begin recording} [Turay} No, not at all, and I welcome 
that news. I welcome that very very well. 


{Lee} Have you decided yet who is going to be your 
single presidential candidate? 


[Turay] Well, up to now, not yet because | have not 
gone to Freetown yet, but I think when I get back to 
Freetown, we shall decide on that. 


[Lee] Do you think that you will actually.... [pauses] that 
this one presidential candidate will defeat Dr. Karimu 
of the NUP” 


[Turay} Well, I have no doubt about it. That certainly | 
know because, really, | have no quarrel with Dr. Karimu 
but I don’t think he is well known in the country as far 
as know. I know we will certainly defeat him. 


[Lee] And is it true to say, is it fair to say, that 
the APC party which you represent has joined this 
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coalition because you recognize that on your own, as 
an individual party, you could not actually win this 
election? 


(Turay} No, that is not correct at all. We can win it on 
our own but we believe all those other leaders of the 
party were part and parcel of the APC, and we thought 
it was nice for them to come back to the APC and see 
how best we can fight this election. 


{Lee} But surely, you are still severely tainted by what 
happened before Capt. Valentine Strasser took over, by 
the APC government before that, which was viewed as 
largely corrupt and ineffective? 


{Turay} Well, let me make a distinction. You see, we 
are asking people to look [at] us in a different way. 
The APC of yesterday was [the] APC under the one- 
party system. The present APC now is the APC under 
the multiparty system. We ask people to judge the new 
management of the APC. 


{Lee} But surely, they are always going to say that the 
APC now is still the same as the APC then. It has still 
got similar people in the higher echelons of the party. 


{Turay} Well no, it is not correct because if you look at 
Decree 8, they have banned the bulk of the APC. This 
is more or less an APC under new management. 


{Lee} So do you actually have any policies at the 
moment or are you just going to get into power and 
then start thinking about them”? 


[Turay} We have a manifesto. It is out now. We have 
a political manifesto. You see we have a policy of the 
economy, policy of the rebel war, policy on the [words 
indistinct]. We have one, certainly. 


{Lee} But they are all very vague and wishy washy at 
the moment. 


[Turay] {laughter} Well no. I do not agree with that. It 
is not vague, it is not wishy washy at this stage now. 
We have policies, yes, certainly. 
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{Lee} And what about this decree you were talking 
about earlier that had banned many of the former APC 
politicians from returning to political life in Sierra 
Leone? Would you end this decree? Would you remove 
it? 


[Turay} Well, this decree is called Decree No. 8. You 
see, as I said, you see because this system has got to 
be a PR system, that is proportional representation. | 
believe when the new parliament comes, it shall decide 
on that — whether to repeal the decree or not — but | 
am not at this moment to comment on that. 


[Lee] Former President Momoh has been quoted as 
saying that he has been asked by many people to return 
to Sierra Leone, to political life in Sierra Leone. Would 
you welcome him returning to the APC? 


{Turay) Well, as of now, because he has been banned 
from any political life, so he cannot come to the APC 
now because the decree says no he cannot pursue any 
political life but at a certain level, he is welcome to 
come back to Sierra Leone. After all, that is his own 
country. 


{Lee} But say that your coalition wins and this decree 
is abolished, would you be happy for him to come 
back and play a major role in Sierra Leonean and APC 
politics? 


[Turay} At this stage? Well, if it is the wish of the 
people, yes, he can certainly come [words indisunct}. 
Why not? I cannot singularly say no he is not enutled 
to come back or not. No, certainly not, but it has got to 
be the will of the people of Sierra Leone, yes. 


[Lee] So, secretly, you are sll worned that his legacy 
taints your party and necessarily you” 


[Turay} No, no, no. You see, honestly, he is a nice man. 
You see, left for Momoh alone, he is a nice man. I do 
not believe so. He does not taint me at all in any way. 
[end recording] 
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